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Chapter 1 Getting Started in Archaeology

1.1 Multiple Choice

1) An archaeological survey maps
A) the oldest stones in the region.
B) only sites over 100 years old.
C) the physical remains of human activity.
D) only those sites deemed to be "significant".

E) the opinions of archaeologists in a region.

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 9

2) The goal of archaeology is
A) to find treasure.
B) to dig square holes.
C) to understand past human lives by studying the objects they left behind.
D) to more fully understand dinosaurs.

E) all of the above

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 8

3) Artifacts that are found in the place where they were originally deposited are said to be
A) in situ.
B) commonplace.
C) ex post facto.
D) geologically stable.

E) the result of a catastrophic event.

Answer: A
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 10
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4) The goal of vertical excavation is to
A) collect as many artifacts as possible.
B) dig as deeply as possible.
C) expose a broad area revealing a single occupation.
D) expose the sequence of occupation at a site.

E) obey the law superposition.

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 13

5) Any object that shows traces of human manufacture is referred to as a(n)

A) ecofact. B) find. Q) artifact. D) site. E) feature.
Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 22

are natural objects that provide information about the environmental context of past

6)
human activity.
A) Artifacts B) Sites C) Fossils D) Ecofacts E) Features
Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 23

7) The law of superposition states that
A) sediments will be deposited in horizontal layers.

B) in any undisturbed sedimentary deposits, each layer is younger than the layer beneath it.
C) in any undisturbed sedimentary deposits, each layer is older than the layer beneath it.

D) sediments are deposited in continuous layers.

E) the uppermost sediments are the most important for archaeological analysis.

Answer: B
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 14

8) The study of the processes that affect organic remains after death.
A) paleoecology
B) predepositional processes
C) zooarchaeology
D) necromodification

E) taphonomy

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 25
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9) Methods of quantifying animal bone from an archaeological site include:
A) counting the number of identifiable specimens (NISP).
B) calculating the minimum number of individuals present (MNI).

C) determining the season of occupation based on geographic index of seasonality (GIS).
D) both A and B

E) all of the above

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 26

10) Absolute dating techniques
A) allow archaeologists to assign calendar years to artifacts and deposits.
B) can be expressed on a number of different time scales.
C) include dendrochronology.
D) are usually accompanied by an error estimate.

E) all of the above

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 29-30

11) Lithic analysis is the study of
A) lithium artifacts.
B) stone tools.
C) ceramics.
D) metal artifacts.

E) none of the above

Answer: B
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 23

12) comparisons examine differences between two or more sites.
A) Synchronic
B) Intersite
C) Diachronic
D) In situ

E) Intrasite

Answer: B
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 32
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13) The sequence of deposits at a site is referred to as the site's
A) archaeology.
B) geology.
C) occupation.
D) stratigraphy.
E) stratology.

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 13

14) Which of the following is NOT an absolute dating method?
A) argon
B) luminescence
C) radiocarbon
D) dendrochronology

E) seriation

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 29-30
15) The is used as a reference for all vertical measurements on an archaeological site

A) ground surface
B) stadia rod

C) datum point
D) Munsell book
E) keystone

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 19

16) To recover the charred botanical remains (wood & seeds) it is often necessary to employ a
method known as:

A) filtration.

B) those items are of no interest to the archaeologist.
Q) flotation.

D) dry screening.

E) piece plotting.

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 21

70



17) In zooarchaeology, MNI estimates are calculated by
A) counting the most numerous unique element of each species.
B) counting the number of identifiable specimens.
C) averaging the number of individuals at the site.
D) estimating the number of bones per excavation unit.
E) taking the total number of bones and dividing by the number of different species.

Answer: A
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 26-27

18) refer to software applications that allows spatial data to be brought together and
consolidated

A) U.S. Geodetic Surveys (USGS)

B) Geographic Positioning Systems (GPS)
C) Geographic Information systems (GIS)
D) Universal Transverse Mercators (UTM)
E) Ground Penetrating Radars (GPR)

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 11

19) A list of artifact types for a particular archaeological context.
A) seriation
B) typology
C) chronology
D) taphonomy
E) attribute

Answer: B
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 28

20) Studies that look at processes of change through time are referred to as
A) random.
B) stratified.
C) diachronic.
D) synchronic.

E) comparative.

Answer: C
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 32
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1.2 True False

1) The most important archaeological sites are found within a foot of the ground surface.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 9

2) The goal of horizontal excavation is to expose large areas of a site to reconstruct a single point
in time.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 12

3) The law of superposition states that each layer is younger than the layer beneath it.
Answer: TRUE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 14

4) The Harris matrix is a method for quantifying artifacts from depositional units.
Answer: FALSE

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 17

5) To understand how feature such as a burial pit relates to the surrounding strata, it is necessary
to determine the surface of origin for the pit.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 17-18

6) Wet screening is used to recover items from submerged sites.
Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 21

7) Ecofacts are objects that show traces of human manufacture.
Answer: FALSE

Diff: 1 Page Ref: 23

8) Frost heave is an example of a climate related postdepositional process that affects the
archaeological record

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 25
9) Typology is the study of the layers of the earth.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 28
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10) Radiocarbon dating can ONLY be used on organic materials, such as charcoal and bone.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 29

11) The half-life of the carbon-12 atom is 5,730 years.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 31

12) Experimental archaeology involves the use of scientific techniques, such as DNA analysis, to
interpret the past.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 32

13) Sampling is used to select a representative sample of a large group of artifacts for study.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 26

14) Floral analysis is the study of animal bones from archaeological sites.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 23

15) Anthropogenic deposits are the result of insect disturbances on an archaeological site.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 16

1.3 Short answer

1) Explain the difference between and purpose of horizontal and vertical excavation.

Answer: Horizontal excavations expose a broad area of a site allowing the archaeologist to
examine the relationships between artifacts at a single moment in time. Vertical
excavation is undertaken when the archaeologist is interested in studying long term
processes of culture change. This technique of deep digging exposes the record of a

sequence of occupation
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 12-15

2) How can an archaeologist get an accurate quantitative picture of the relative frequency of
different animals in the faunal assemblage?

Answer: Simply counting the number of identifiable specimens (NISP) may introduce bias due to
such factors as differential preservation of bone. By calculating the minimum numbers
of individuals (MNI) represented by the most frequent unique element, the
archaeologist is able to get a more accurate picture of the proportions of different
animals at the site

Diff: 3 Page Ref: 26-27

73



3) How can seriation be used to develop a relative chronology of an artifact type?

Answer: The assumption behind seriation is that the frequency of an artifact form will increase
over time and then decline gradually after reaching a peak. This was graphically
demonstrated by Deetz's study of gravestones that showed that the popularity of
different motifs (death's head, cherub, urn & willow) changed over time as each style
displaced the one that preceded it in popularity.

Diff: 3 Page Ref: 29-30

4) What is remote sensing and what is it relevance to archaeology?

Answer: Remote sensing refers to technologies used to detect archaeological deposits. These
methods include aerial and satellite photography and geophysical methods such as
magnetometry and ground -penetrating radar. They play a critical role both in
discovering sites and in orienting exploration.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 10-11

5) How are geographic information systems (GIS) used in archaeology?

Answer: When GIS were first introduced, they were used largely within an ecological
framework, looking at relationships between site locations and availability of natural
resources. Other applications were developed to model migration routes and to predict
where sites would likely be found. In recent years, a number of archaeologists have
begun to use GIS as a means of exploring the way people in the past would have

experienced the environment.
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 11-12

6) What are some methods that archaeologists employ in a stratigraphic analysis?

Answer: Soil micromorphology is used to characterize the accumulation of sediments at a
microscopic scale. The Harris matrix is a method for placing depositional units in
stratigraphic order. Post depositional —process analysis examines the natural and

cultural processes that have affected the formation of archaeological sites.
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 17-18

7) What is the goal of archaeological recording and what are some of the recording methods
employed by archaeologists?

Answer: The goal of recording is to allow archaeologists to go back and reconstruct that context
on paper after excavation. The basic recording unit is the depositional unit. Each unit
has its own recording sheet, which includes plan maps at various stages of excavation,
stratigraphic sections showing the relation of the depositional unit to other depositional
units, and a description of the contents of the depositional unit. A careful description of

soil color and texture is often included
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 21
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8) What are the major areas of biological analysis and what do they describe?

Answer: Faunal Analysis is the study of animal bones recovered on archaeological sites.
Paleoethnobotany is the study of archaeological plant remains, such as charred seeds
and pollen. Human osteoarchaeology is the study of the biological characteristics of
human skeletal material recovered on archaeological excavations.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 23-24

9) How are typologies used in archaeology?

Answer: Archaeologists use typologies to draw up an inventory of the artifacts they have found.
Once a typology is developed, the number of objects belonging to each type can be
counted to create a quantitative inventory of artifacts found in a particular context. The
purpose is to register nuances of style that reflect when and where an artifact was
manufactured.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 28

10) Describe two "living archaeology" techniques used by archaeologists to help interpret
archaeological remains.

Answer: Ethnoarchaeology has to do with research carried out by archaeologists living with and
observing communities in order to make a contribution to archaeology. Experimental
archaeology involves attempts to replicate archaeological features or objects.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 32

1.4 Essay

1) Discuss the application of ethnoarchaeology to archaeological interpretation. What areas of
past human behavior can it help the archaeologist understand? What are the limitations?

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 33

2) How does radiocarbon dating work? What are the advantages and limitations of this
technique?

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 31

3) A human body is buried in a peat bog one thousand years ago. Discuss the taphonomic
processes might have occurred and how they might affect the interpretation of the burial.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 25-26

4) You have discovered a 1,000-year-old site that was occupied for only a year before being
covered by a mudslide. What techniques will you employ to excavate the site? How will you
record the data you collect?

Diff: 3 Page Ref: 12-15,18-21

5) What are eight principles of archaeological ethics set out by the Society for American
Archaeology? What is their purpose?

Diff: 3 Page Ref: 3-4
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Chapter 2 Putting the Picture Together

2.1 Multiple Choice

1) This represents the first clear evidence for the use of excavation to recover and explore
the past.

A) The exploration of a mound by Thomas Jefferson

B) The recovery of "thunderstones" by Antoine de Jussieu
C) King Tut's excavation of the sand covering the Sphinx
D) An emblem book written by Johannes Sambucus

E) John Frere's report on a Paleolithic site at Hoxne, England

Answer: D
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 39-40

2) The Three-Age system
A) was developed by Christian Thomsen.
B) divided prehistory into the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages.
C) was one of the first attempts by archaeologists to organize time.
D) all of the above

E) was eventually proven false.

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 41

3) The Neolithic and the Paleolithic were defined by
A) Charles Darwin.
B) Christian Thomsen.
C) John Frere.
D) John Lubbock.

E) Heinrich Schliemann.

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 44
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4) Beginning toward the end of the 19th century, this approach was characterized by the

emergence of modern methods of excavation and analysis and formal schemes of
classification.

A) Processual

B) Marxism

C) Post-processual
D) Culture History
E) Evolution

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 45

5) This archaeologist proposed the idea of a Neolithic Revolution characterized by agricultural
villages.

A) John Frere

B) John Lubbock

C) V. Gordon Childe
D) Lewis Binford

E) Abbe Henri Breuil

Answer: C
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 48

6) The catalyst for the New Archaeology was
A) Walter Taylor.
B) Lewis Binford.
C) Flinders Petrie.
D) Ian Hodder.
E) V. Gordon Childe.

Answer: B
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 49

7) looks at processes that can be observed in the present and that can serve as a point of
reference to test hypotheses about the past.

A) Middle-range research

B) The Culture History approach
C) Induction

D) Postprocessual archaeology

E) Systems theory

Answer: A
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 51
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8) Systems theory

A) states that culture change comes about as a result of feedback between elements in the
system.

B) views society as an interconnected network of elements.
C) is helpful in integrating evidence of ecological change into models of social change.
D) plays a relatively minor role in archaeology today.

E) all of the above

Answer: E
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 51-52

9) Postprocessual archaeology
A) argues that archaeologists should emulate historians.
B) advocates an emic approach to studying the past.
C) is characterized by hypothesis testing.
D) both A & B
E) all of the above

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 53

10) A theory of interpretation that stresses the interaction between the presuppositions we bring to
a problem and the independent empirical reality of our observations and experiences.

A) systems theory

B) Middle-range research
C) hermeneutics

D) heuristics

E) induction

Answer: C
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 54

11) focuses on the way archaeologists study and represent gender in the archaeological
record, as well as gender biases of the investigator

A) Feminist archaeology

B) Gynocentric archaeology
C) Masculinist archaeology

D) Postprocessual archaeology

E) none of the above

Answer: A
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 56
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12) The importance of the actions of the individual living in past society is stressed in
A) Lewis Binford's writings.
B) a gendered approach.
C) a scientific approach.
D) processual archaeology.
E) agency theory.

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 58

13) For archaeology to be considered a science it must work by from general laws and
models.

A) drawing
B) inference
C) inspiration
D) deduction

E) induction

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 50

14) Ideas that archaeologists have developed about the past and about the way we come to know
the past are referred to as

A) antiquarianism.

B) archaeological theories.
C) hermeneutics.

D) historicism.

E) anthropology.

Answer: B
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 39

15) Which of the following did NOT help to establish the antiquity of humanity?
A) Charles Lyell
B) Jacques Boucher de Perthes
C) Charles Darwin
D) James Ussher
E) John Frere

Answer: E
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 43-44
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16) twisted the archaeological record to reinforce German nationalism and support the
Nazi party.

A) Giovanni Belzaoni
B) Flinders Petri

C) John Lubbock

D) Heinrich Schliemann

E) Gustav Kossinna

Answer: E
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 46

17) pioneered the methods of stratigraphic excavation and seriation in his work in
Egypt.

A) Abbe Henri Breuil
B) Gustaf Kossinna
C) V. Gordon Childe
D) Heinrich Schliemann
E) Sir Flinders Petrie
Answer: E
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 45-46

18) a Jesuit priest, pioneered the study of Paleolithic cave art.

A) Pere Jean Lamarck
B) Gregor Mendel

C) Gabriel de Mortillet
D) Jean Courtin

E) Abbe Henri Breul

Answer: E
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 47

19) New laws requiring archaeological work before damaging construction work created
A) a wealth of artifacts for museums.
B) a rejection of the New Archaeology.
C) the New Archaeology.
D) Cultural Resource Management (CRM) archaeology.

E) the demand for a new theoretical paradigm.

Answer: D
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 51
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20) The goal of postprocessual archaeology is to
A) formulate general laws governing human behavior.
B) offer interpretations based on contextual data.
C) write culture history.
D) test hypotheses.
E) all of the above

Answer: B
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 54

2.2 True False

1) King Tutankhamen conducted an early archaeological dig at the site of the Sphinx.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 39

2) In Medieval Europe, prehistoric stone tools found in fields were thought to be "thunderstones"
formed where lightening struck.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 40

3) Danish antiquarian, Jean Baptiste Lamarck, developed the Three Age System in 1816.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 41

4) Thomas Jefferson's excavations of a mound on his property proved it wasn't made by Indians.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 42

5) In 1865, John Lubbock divided the Stone Age into the Neolithic (New Stone Age) and
Paleolithic (Old Stone Age), terms that are still used to this day.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 44

6) During the 19th century archaeologists spread across the world to dig in such places as Africa,
Mesopotamia, and Turkey.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 44-45

7) The Pecos Classification and Midwest Taxonomic system typified the Culture History period's
concern with classification.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 45-46
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8) The struggle between evolution and religion predates the publication of Charles Darwin's
Origin of Species.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 43

9) Graham Clark led a multi-disciplinary team to study the remains at Star Carr.

Answer: TRUE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 48

10) Albert Spaulding argued that archaeologist should impose categories on material culture in
order to study it.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 3 Page Ref: 49

11) Lewis Binford pronounced that archaeology should be science or it should be nothing at all.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 49

12) Deduction involves drawing inferences on the basis of available data.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 50

13) Hermeneutics views our knowledge of past societies as static and unchanging.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 54

14) Feminist archaeologists see males as responsible for most of the trouble in prehistory.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 2 Page Ref: 56-58

15) Evolutionary archaeology, ironically, rejects the theory of evolution as having any application
to modern archaeology.

Answer: FALSE
Diff: 1 Page Ref: 58

2.3 Short answer

1) What did Ian Hodder mean when he said that archaeology begins "at the edge of the trowel"?

Answer: He meant that archaeologists should change archaeological theory from a top down
approach (i.e. guided by theory), to one that builds from observations. Drawing on the
theory of herneneutics, he argues that archaeological theory should build upon what
archaeologists actually do, rather than prescribing what they should do.

Diff: 2 Page Ref: 60
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