


CHAPTER 2: DOING SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH

Sudent:

One major difference between research in social psychology versus research in other fields such as
chemistry isthat

A. socia psychology isless of ascience than many other fields. _ _

B. many people have common sense intuitions about the questions that social psychologists study
empirically. | y _ _

C. social psychologists are less likely to rely on empirical observation to draw conclusions.

D. in social psychology, researchers are less concerned with theories and more concerned with data.

Socia Psychologists use the scientific method when they study human behavior in order to

A. dlow other social psychologiststo attempt to replicate the findings.

B. ensure that the right people get credit for theresearch.

C. provide asolid theoretical foundation for social psychological research.

D. encourage social psychologists to conduct more basic, rather than applied, research.

Sebastian is learning about research methods in his social psychology course. All of the following are
benefits he is likely to experience except

A. the findings he learns about in class will be easier to understand and remember.

B. it will improve his reasoning about everyday events.

C. he will become amore critical consumer of information in general. .

D. hewill develop a better appreciation for the advantages of uncontrolled anecdotal observations.

All social psychological research must begin with a(n)

A. question. _

B. independent variable.
C. subject variable.

D. control group.

Which of the following concerning research questionsin social psychology is false?

A. Research questions can be inspired by real-world events. _ _

B. Social psychologists sometimes develop research questions based on their own personal experiences
and observations, _ _ _ _

C. Sﬁoc% alel 8sychol ogists can only develop testable research questions by reading about prior research in
the field.

D. Music, poetry, and literature can all inspire research questions.

Which of the following is not listed by your textbook as a pri m_ar%/ means by which social psychologists
discover what past research has been conducted on a given topic”

A. Electronic databases such as PsycINFO '

B. The reference sections of other published articles
C. Calling other researchers personally

D. Textbooks
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¥Vhich of r)the following best describes the process of "treeing" when searching the psychology
iterature”

A. Searching for all articles on a given topic using an electronic database such as PsycINFO
B. Breaking down the size of an electronic searc_hegy using several limiting terms

C. Limiting searchesto articles that have been cited by many other articles

D. Using the reference sections of relevant articles to find other relevant articles

Socia psychologists use electronic databases, such as PsycINFO to

A. find published research on a particular topic.

B. determine the scientific and moral value of their research question. _

C. help them select arandom sample of participants from the population of interest.
D. increase the external validity of their research.

A hypothesis provides a means of atheory.

A. testing

B. proving
C. generalizing
D. creating

Which of the following is not a testable hypothesis?

A. Women tend to have more opposite-sex friends than men. _

B. Stereotypes are more likely to impact judgments when people are tired.

C. People smile more when they are lying than when they are telling the truth.
D. Refusing to help someone in need is morally wrong.

Hypotheses must be all of the following except

A. explicit.

B. testable.

C. predictive.
D. comprehensive.

A hypothesisis a(n)

A. organized set of principles used to explain and predict observed phenomena

B. specific procedure for manipulating or measuring variables in an experiment.

C. explicit testable prediction about the conditions under which an event will occur.
D. measure of the strength and association between two or more variables.

All else being equal, socia psychologists prefer a(n) theory to a(n) theory.

A. complex; simple

B. simple; complex
C. intuitive; counterintuitive
D. popular; unpopular
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Britney believes that exposure to violent television increases aggressive behavior by making people's
own aggressive thoughts more accessible. Christina believes that violent television increases agr?r ve
behavior by impairing peoplé€'s cognitive abilities, which in turn makes them worry |ess about the
consequences of their behavior aswell as more likely to have aggressive thoughts. |f we knew that
violent television indeed increases aggressive behavior but knew nothing else on this topic, which of the
two theories should we prefer?

A. Britney's because it is more testable than Christina’s.
B. Britney's because it is simpler than Christinas.

C. Christind's because it is more empirical than Britney's.
D. Christina's because it is more testable than Britney's.

Which of the following is most consistent with Bem's theory of self-perception?

A. People prefer to perceive themselves in positive rather than negative terms.

B. Becoming aware of one's own actions is threatening to the self-concept. _

C. The way that people see themselvesis determined only by their private thoughts and feelings.
D. Individuals sometimes rely on their own behavior to infer their attitudes and feelings.

Which of the following statements concerning theories in social psychology istrue?

A. Theories can develop from hypotheses, but hypotheses do not develop from theories.
B. Theories are valued to the extent that they are generative.

C. Complex theories tend to be valued more than simple theories.

D. Theories must be accurate to be useful.

Which of the following is not a common attribute of theoriesin socia psychology?

A. They are high in simplicity. _ _

B. They encompass awide range of relevant information.

C. They preclude the need for testing further h?/poth&ees.

D. They address limited and specific aspects of the way people behave.

All of the following are goals of basic research except

A. solving practical or real-world problems.

B. testing psychological theories.

C. building afoundation of knowledge for the field.
D. discovering general principles of behavior.

Melissa's research examines the cognitive processes involved in persuasion and how those processes can
be used to persuade women to have yearly mammograms. This work represents an integration of

A. hypothetical and theoretical research.
B. specific and general research.

C. basic and applied research.

D. independent and dependent research.

Which of the following best describes the primary goal of basic research?

A. To examine human behavior in real-world settings

B. To test specific rg{Potheses derived from a specific theory _ _

C. Tointegrate the ditfferent research methodol ogies within one subfield of social psychology
D. To solve practical problems
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In encouraging social psychologists to generate useful, practical theories, Kurt Lewin

A. set apart reliability issues from validity issues.

B. urged the synthesis of basic and applied research.

C. reduced the distinction between hypotheses and theories.
D. emphasized the importance of experimental methodologies.

Which of the following is not true of applied research in social psychology?

A. It was pioneered by Kurt Lewin.

B. It is more experimental than basic research.

C. It contributes to solutions of social problems.

D. It is often conducted by researchers who also conduct basic research.

Sapnaisinterested in the influence of nutrition on reaction time. She assigns participants to eat a salad

and fruit for dinner every d;y for aweek or to eat fast food each day. She then brings participants into
the lab and asks them to pu
sound. What are the operational definitions of the variables in Sapna's study?

A. Nutrition; whether participants eat a salad or fast food

B. Nutrition; reaction time o

C. Whether participants eat salad or fast food; reaction time

D. Whetdher participants eat salad or fast food; how quickly they push the button when they hear the
soun

A researcher wanted to see if alcohol consumption raises or lowers a person's self-esteem. In one

condition, he gives participants three glasses of punch spiked with alcohol and in the other he gives
articipants three glasses of plain rounch. After partici TJoantsflnl_sh their punch, they complete the
osenberg (1965) self-esteem scale. In this study, self-esteem isthe and the Rosenberg

questionnaire is the :

A. conceptual independent variable; operational independent variable
B. conceptual dependent variable; operational dependent variable

C. operational dependent variable; conceptual dependent variable

D. conceptua independent variable; operational dependent variable

Which of the following statements about conceptual variablesis false?

A. They are more general and less abstract than operational definitions.
B. Thereisusually only one way to operationally definethem.

C. In socia psychology, they are often intangible and assessed indirectly.
D. Any socia psychological study includes at least one of them.

Construct validity is best defined as the extent to which

A. the independent variable caused the observed change in the dependent variable.
B. the operational definitions reflect the conceptual variables of interest.

C. the experimental procedures are involving and meaningful to the participants.
D. different constructs within the study are correlated with one another.

Which of the following is false about construct validity?

A. Itisrelevant to both the dependent and independent variablesin astudy.

B. It can beidentical for two researchers who have different operational definitions of the same
conceptual variable. o

C. It ensures that the study is high in internal validity.

D. It facilitates the testing of both hypotheses and theories.

abutton on akeyboard as fast as they can every time they hear a particular
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In astudy concerning the cues that signal deception, Winston uses the number of times a person shiftsin
his or her seat as a measure of lying. Virginia points out that people ma?/ shift their position because they
are nervous about being perceived as aliar, even though they are actually telling the truth. Virginiais
questioning the of Winston's measure of lying.

A. construct validity
B. inter-rater reliability
C. mundane realism
D. interna validity

Which of the following statements concerning self-report measures is false?

A. They alow researchers access to individuals' private thoughts and feelings. _
B. They are not influenced by the phrasing of a question or the response options provided. _
C. They are sometimes inaccurate because people intentionally present themselvesin a socially desirable

way.
D. One problem they have is that individuals may not explicitly remember the thoughts or behaviors
they are asked about.

Y our book describes a study in which partici P_ant_s were provided with information about either the
success rate or failure rate of condoms. The findings of this study indicate that

A. college students tend to be naively ignorant of the risks associated with some of their behaviors.
B. the ssimple wording and/or positioning of a question can have a drastic effect on self-report responses.
S. gﬁlrtl fClt ﬂants often l1e when they are asked about sensitive personal issues.

. all of these.

Which of the following has been shown to increase the accuracy of self-reports?

A. Experimental research
B. Construct validity

C. Bogus pipeline

D. Random sampling

Dr. Gillig isworried that when he asks participants to indicate on a questionnaire how they feel about
members of other racial groups, they will respond in a socially desirable manner instead of indicating
how they really feel. If Dr. Gillig uses abogus pipeline in his research, he is hoping to convince
participants

A. that it is not important whether they look good or look bad.

B. he can tell when they are lying as opposed to telling the truth.

C. that their responses are completely anonymous and confidential.

D. he, too, is biased, so they should feel free to admit their own racial biases.

Unlike questionnaire studies, narrative studies require

A. that participants answer specific questions.
B. that participants forsake anonymity.

C. coding of participant responses.

D. strict time limits.

Resegrchers have devel oped interval-contingent, signal-contingent, and event-contingent report methods
in order to

A. reduce the time that elaeﬂses_ between an actual experience and the person's report of it.
B. observe participants behavior unobtrusively.

C. strengthen the ethical standards used in experiments. _ _

D. incorporate a more diverse sample of participants and culturesin their research.
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In her research on mood, Selena asks research participants to keep ajournal for a period of one month.
Inthisjournal, participants write as much as they can about the various emotions they experience each
day. Selena's research would best be described as

A. relying on signal-conti nqent self-reports.
B. highin inter-rater reliability.

C. anarrative study.

D. archival research.

In comparison to self-report measures, observational measures are not affected by

A. experimenter expectancy effects.

B. participants social desirability concerns.
C. sampling biases. _

D. participants memory biases.

Self-report measures and observational measures are similar in that both

A. can be influenced by social desirability concerns.

B. require high inter-rater reliability to be considered accurate.
C. are subject to biases and distortionsin memory.

D. provide direct access to peopl€'s thoughts and feelings.

To assess the extent to which students are reading their textbooks, a professor notes how creased the
spine of each book is. This professor isrelying on

A. adescriptive study.

B. signal-contingent self-reports.
C. event-contingent self-reports.
D. observational measures.

The use of machines to measure dependent variables in observational studies can reduce the need for

A. interna validity.

B. random sampling.
C. construct validity.
D. inter-rater reliability.

Which of the following examples best reflects the use of inter-rater reliability?

A. In astudy examining the creativity of children’'s paintings, several judges are asked to rate the
creativity of each painting. The degree to which the judges agree in their ratings is assessed.

B. In astudy examini n% the favorite foods of college students, alarge sample of students rate several
foods according to their preferences. The degree to which students' responses are correlated is

C. In astudy examining toy preferences of toddlers, the children are left aone to play with several toys
for an hour. During thetirst half hour, one researcher observestheir play. During the second half
hour, a second researcher observestheir play. The researchers observations are then compared.

D. In astudy examining well-being in the elderly, respondents living in different nursing homes are
asked to rate the quality of their nursing home. Researchers then obtain a(é%% of participants
medical records. The relationship between the quality ratings and actual health is assessed.

Which of the following is not mentioned in your book as a new technology used by social psychologists
In obtaining observational data?

A. Polygraphs (lie detector machines)

B. Eyetracking

C. fMRI o

D. Computer-based reaction time measurement
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The different research methods used by social psychologists tend to emphasize all of the following
except

A. an objective approach.
B. avariable approach.

C. asystematic approach.
D. aquantifiable approach.

Socia psychologiststend to prefer which of the following research methods above all others?

A. Meta-analysis

B. Correlational research
C. Experimentation

D. Descriptive research

Socia psychologists use descriptive research in order to describe

A. general patterns and trends in the variables of interest. .

B. cause-and-effect relationships between independent and dependent variables.
C. associations between two or more variables of interest.

D. the strength of an observed effect.

A study that examines existing records or databasesis referred to as a

A. case study.

B. archival study.
C. anecdotal study.
D. survey.

For which of the following questions would a researcher be most likely to use an observational study?

A. Ismemory for television commercials influenced by the content of the programs in which the
commercials appear? _ _ _ o

. Isthere any relationship between taking social psychology courses and happiness later in life?

. Does the consumption of alcohol lead to increased aggressiveness?

. Do blanlgs tend to offer heterosexual couples lower interest rates on home mortgages than homosexual
couples?

onw

To examine potential gender differencesin the qualitiesindividuals seek in their romantic partners,
Haedin compares the personal ads placed by men and women. Haelin is conducting a(n)

A. survey study.

B. observationa study.
C. archival study.

D. experiment.

Latrell, the editor of a popular sports magazine, would like to know more about the demographics of the
magazine's readers. He designs a questionnaire to assess this information and sends it to a random
sample of the magazine's readers. Latrell is conducting a(n)

A.survey.

B. observational study.
C. archival study.

D. experiment.
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The most important aspect of sampling in asurvey study is

A. itsinclusion of equal numbers of individuals from different groups in the population.

B. the number of people in the sample. o

C. theratio of the sample size to the population size. _ _ _

D. the extent to which the sample in this study matches the population proportionally in terms of
demographic variables.

A television producer isinterested in whether women like soap operas more than sitcoms. The producer

uses arandom number table to select a sample of one hundred households, and then makes phone calls

to these households every afternoon for three weeks. Of those who were home when the producer called,

gg% rerﬁ)orted Ith(—:;y liked soap operas more than sitcoms. Which of the following might raise questions
out the results?

A. The use of archival data

B. The representativeness of the sample

C. The construct validity of the measure _

D. The operationa definition advanced by the magazine

Which of the following does not make use of random sampling?

A. Public opinion pollin

B. Election Day exit pol mi _

C. Market research telemarketing surveys
D. A Population Census

In principle, the purpose of random sampling is to make sure that research participants

A. havethe right to withdraw from a study without incurring any penalty.
B. arefully informed as to the procedures and hypotheses of the study.
C. do not differ from one another in systematic ways. _

D. constitute a representative sample from the population of interest.

What is one general difference between descriptive and correlational research methods?

A. Descriptive research does not ook at relationships between variables.

B. Descriptive research is more useful when one wants to infer causation.

C. Correlational research cannot make use of archival data.

D. Correlational research imbues the researcher with more control over the research participants.

Luke would like to know if there is a relationship between the number of psychology courses people
take and their level of empathy. He surveys arandomly selected group of college students. Each student
indicates the number of psychology courses he or she has taken and then completes an empathy scale.
Luke's research is best described as a(n)

A. correlational study.
CB:. experlmt(_ent.St dy

. prospective study.
D. grcﬁR/al study.

The primary goal of using correlational research isto

A. determine the causal relationship between an independent and dependent variable.

B. describe the popul ation's average score on a particular measure.

C. manipulate one variable but hold the other constant. _

D. determine the nature and strength of the association between two measured variables.
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Which of the following statements concerning correlational research is true?

A. In correlational research, variables are measured, but not manipulated.

B. In correlational research, one variable is manipulated and one is measured.

C. Correlational research can be conducted using observational, but not archival, measures.
D. Correlational research can be conducted using archival, but not observational, measures.

The stronger the relationship between two variables

A. the further from zero the correlation coefficient will be.

B. the less appropriate is a correlational research design.

C. the greater the probability that the observed association was due to chance.
D. the more likely the correlation coefficient is to be a positive number.

Which of the following correlation coefficients reflects the strongest meaningful relationship?

A. -0.67
B.0

C. +0.86
D. +1.25

When decreases in one variable are accompanied by decreases in another variable, the variables are
described as

A. negétively correlated.
B. positively correlated.
C. causaly related.

D. prospectively related.

Which of the following is not a causal explanation that would be consistent with a positive correlation
between the number of hours a person sleeps per night and her level of positive mood?

A. The more sleep a person gets, the better her mood. _

B. People who are happy are less likely to suffer from insomnia.

C. Stress causes people to sleep less and be in a bad mood.

D. People who are depressed tend to need more sleep than other people.

Vito finds a correlation of —0.35 between procrastination behaviors and academic achievement. Which
of the following is anappropriate conclusion for Vito to draw?

A. Procrastination leads students to perform more poorly.

B. Poor academic performance causes more procrastination.

C. Elimination of procrastination behaviors will lead students to perform better.
D. none of these.

Carmellafinds a correlation of +0.47 between self-esteem and academic achievement. Which of the
following is the most appropriate interpretation of this correlation?

A. High self-esteem motivates students to achieve more academically.

B. Doing well academical I]y increases students' self-esteem. _

C. The higher students' self-esteem, the greater their academic achievement.
D. As self-esteem increases, academic achievement decreases.

Which of the following is an example of a negative correlation?

A. The more pets you own, the greater your physical health tends to be.
B. The more money people make the bigger their house tends to be.

C. The more alcohol you consume, the lower your GPA tends to be.

D. The more points the higher the score.
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Suppose the correlation between the number of times couPIa_s go to the movies and the number of times
they go out tg dinner is +0.79. Among the following conclusions, which one is not consistent with this
computation?

A. The more often that couples go to the movies, the more often they go out to dinner.

B. Theless often that couples go to the movies, the less often they go out to dinner. _

C. Thereisastrong positive correlation between the number of times couples go to the movies and the
number of times they go out to dinner. o _ _

D. Because the correlation coefficient isless than 1.0, the association between these two variablesis
very weak and probably unreliable.

Dr. Vandelay found the correlation between shoe size and sexual deviancy to be +0.83. Which of the
following can you conclude from this correlation?

A. As shoe sizeincreases, sexual deviancy increases.

B. Asshoe size increases, sexual deviancy decreases. _

C. Thereisvirtually no relationship between shoe size and sexual deviancy.
D. Engaging in sexually deviant acts causes your feet to grow.

Camryn uses a survey to measure the association between students girade point average and weekly
consumption of alcohol. She findsthat hi %her GPAs tend to predict lower levels of alcohol consumption
(and vice versa). Thisstudy is best described as a(n)

A. experiment.

B. observational study.
C. concurrent study.
D. correlationa study.

To examine the relationship between media violence and aggressive behavior, Lomez first measures the
number of hours of violent television watched per week for a sample of boys. Ten years later, the same
_bol))/s are contacted and asked to complete a questionnaire to measure their aggressiveness. Lomez's work
IS best described as a(n)

A. experiment.

B. observational study.
C. concurrent study.
D. prospective study.

In acorrelational study, the researcher ; In an experiment the researcher

A. iin_r;g;ted in what she can study by practical and ethical constraints; examines the full range of two
variables

B. considers both independent and dependent variables; can draw causal conclusions

C. may be worried about random selection; compares the responses of two or more groups of
participants

D. must use random assignment to condition; manipulates a variable and measures another variable

One of the many advantages of correlational research is that
A. it allows researchers to study variables that cannot be manipulated in thelab.
B. it allows the researcher to test for and determine the nature of causal relationships.

C. it exhibits high internal val_idit¥_.
D. it tendsto be statistically significant.

10
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Which of the following statements concerning correlational research is false?

A. Correlational research aids researchers in the development of new hypotheses. _

B. Correlational research permits researchers to determine whether one variable can predict another.

C. Correlational research is often useful for studying phenomenafor which experimentation is
impractical or unethical. _ _ _

D. Correlational research allows researchers to measure rel ationships between independent and
dependent variables.

Which of the following statements about correlational studiesis false?

A. They are useful for studying questions that can’t be examined by experiments for practical reasons.
B. They are often more sophisticated than descriptive studies. _ _

C. Their major limitation involves their inability to speak directly to issues of causality.

D. They free aresearcher from any type of ethical concernsin collecting the data.

Which of the following istrue of correlational research?

A. It isapowerful way to establish causal relationships between variables.

B. It allows an experimenter to control extraneous variables. o

C. It permits researchers to determine whether one variable is predictive of another.
D. It islimited to the study of variables that can be measured in the laboratory.

Relative to experimental studies, the primary disadvantage of correlation studiesis that

A. they are more labor-intensive.

B. cause and effect cannot be determined with them.

C. theresults are more difficult to understand.

D. the choice of variables that can be studied is limited.

Causation cannot be inferred from correlational studies because

A. they are so low in external validity.

B. they do not involve the manipulation of variables.

C. they are always conducted outside of the research lab.

D. researchers have too much control over the variablesin correlational research.

Experiments require al of the following except

A. equglb tlreatment of participantsin different groups except for the manipulation of the independent
variable.

B. control over exPeri mental procedures.

C. manipulation of an independent variable.

D. alaboratory environment.

In awell-designed experiment, all participants must

A. betreated in exactly the same manner except for the specific differences the experimenter wants to
Cregte.

B. not realize that they are involved in an experiment.

C. beinfluenced by experimenter expectancy effects. _ _ _

D. be alowed to choose their own experimental conditions without interference or bias from the
experimenter.

11
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clip are more likely to offer help to afellow participant than participants who see a sad film clip. Gob
suggests that perhaps this difference simply results from the tact that the participants in the haé)g?/ film
clip condition were more helpful people to begin with. What methodological aspect of a successful
experiment can Buster point to in order to refute this criticism?

A. External validity

B. Random selection
C. Random assignment
D. Manipulation

Buster runs an e>§:)eri ment in which she finds that participants placed in ag[?od mood by a haﬁa_py film
clip

Among the following, which is most relevant to ensuring that any differences one obtains after the
experimental manipulation of a study have been produced only by that manipulation?

A. Statistical interactions
B. Externa validity

C. Construct validity

D. Experimenter control

Random assignment is a defining feature of an experiment. It means that

A. participants are able to select the particular experimental manipulations they wish to experience.

B. participants were randomly selected from the population of interest.

C. whether participants are in one condition or another is determined at random. o

D. participants are assigned to the experimental conditions on the basis of their pre-existing differences.

A researcher was interested in the effects of mood on aggression. She decided to see how receiving an
insult or a compliment affects aggression, and she measured aggression by having participants
administer small shocks to another participant. The researcher found that gartlu pantsin the insult
condition were more aggressive than those in the compliment condition. One of her colleagues reads
about this research and voices concern that people in the insult condition may have been more naturally

gressive than people in the compliment condition, causing the differences observed by the researcher.
Tall'%i Q(f)ncern about pre-existing differences between participants in the two conditions would only be
validi

A. participants were not a representative sample of the population.
B. participants were not randomly assigned to the condition.
8. gﬁ\l’tl ]9 ﬁants were not randomly selected from the population.

. al of these.

Random assignment is essential to establishing causality because it

A. permits researchers to verify that they have a diverse and representative sample of participants.

B. redulces the possibility that individual characteristics of the participants produced the observed
results.

C. increases the external validity of the experiment.

D. alows researchersto determine whether or not their operational definitions reflect the variables of
interest.

The procedure used to ensure that research participants have an equal chance of being placed in either
the experimental or control group in an experiment is called

A. random assignment.
B. random sampling.

C. debriefing. _

D. experimental realism.

12
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In comparison to field experiments, |aboratory experiments

A. permit researchers greater control. _

B. alow more naturalistic observation of behavior.

C. areless susceptible to experimenter expectancy effects.

D. have fewer problems caused by the limitations of self-report data.

One advantage of field research is that

A. random assignment is more likely to be used in field experiments.

B. they pose fewer threats to external validity than lab studies. _

C. participants are more likely to behave naturally in the field than in the [ab.
D. they face fewer potential ethical problems than do lab experiments.

In an experiment, the independent variableis while the dependent variableis

A. held constant; varied
B. correlational; descriptive
C. manipulated; measured
D. general; specific

Subject variables are characterized by all of the following except

A. They are neither dependent nor truly independent variables.
B. They cannot be manipulated or randomly assigned.

C. They may include ?eno_ler and ethnicity of participants.

D. They are essentia tor field experiments.

To examine the impact of group size on conformity behavior, Stanley has groups of two, five, or ten
people stand on a city street and stare up at a window. Stanley then records the number of passersby who
stop and stare at the window. This study is an example of a(n

A. meta-analysis.

B. archival study. _ _

C. experiment with one independent variable.
D. experiment with two independent variables.

Dr. Van Nostrand studies the impact of pornography on attitudes toward women. Attitudes toward
women are the in thisresearch.

A. independent variable
B. control factor

C. interaction

D. dependent variable

Verathinks that having pets increases psychological functioning and well-being. To test this, one group
of randomly selected nursing home residents is each given a pet while a second group is not. Over two
months, the overall level of psychological functioning is evaluated on adaily basis. What is the
independent variable in this study?

A. Having pets increases psychological functioning

B. Whether or not the residents received a pet _

C. Thelevel of psychological functioning demonstrated by the residents
D. Thisisacorrelation study, so there is no independent variable.

13
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Barb examines the impact that sitting in front of amirror has on the academic performance of female
adolescents. In her study, the number of math questions answered correctly appears to be the

A. conceptual independent variable.

B. conceptual dependent variable. _

C. operational definition of the independent variable.
D. operational definition of the dependent variable.

Castilla wonders whether environmental factors influence how long juries take to select aforeperson.
Mock jurors are brougl?t into aroom with either arectangular table or around table. The jurors are asked
to select aforeperson before starting deliberation. Castilla records how long it takes each jury to select a
foreperson. The shape of the table isthe

A. independent variable.
B. dependent variable.
C. subject variable.

D. control variable.

Robinson manipulates two variablesin his experimental investigation of test-taking performance: the
number of participants seated in the room and the room temﬁerature. He finds that regardless of the
temperature in the room, participants do better on the test when the room is less crowded. Which of the
following statements about this study is true?

A. There are two independent variables in this study.
B. Thereisone independent variable in this study.
C. There are two dependent variablesin this study.
D. none of these

Natasha finds that men speak more often in the classroom than do women, and that thisis true both
when they are assigned to sit in the front of the room versus the back of the room. Natasha's study has
found a statistically significant effect for

A. the independent variable she manipulated.

B. asubject variable. _ _

C. the conceptual, but not the operational variable.

D. the experimental, but not the correlational variable.

What does it mean to say that an experiment has two independent variables?

A. The researcher has created a study with two different conditions. _

B. Theresearcher has come up with two different measures to take in order to test the hypothesis.
C. Theresearcher is manipulating two different variables in the course of the study.

D. The effects of one variable in the study have nothing to do with the effects of the other variable.

To examine the impact of mood on prosocia behavior, Leila had participants watch a video intended to
put them in either a positive or neutral mood before asking them to make a donation to afictitious
charity. Which of the following is the operational dependent variable in this study?

@' hImOOOI sad vid

: or sad video
C. p?ggpial behavior
D. donation to charity
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96. Theo administered an intelligence test to freshmen and seniors at Faber College and at Hillman College
and co’;npared performance across these four groups. Which of the following statements about the study
istrue”

A. It has one independent variable.
B. It has two subject variables.

C. It has two dependent variables
D. none of these.

97. Achieving istypically more of achallenge in afield study than in alaboratory study.

A. high external validity
B. high internal validity
C. high mundane realism
D. cross-cultural reliability

98. The study conducted by Tobias Greitemeyer (2009) in which participants were exposed to different
types of music illustrates

A. the ethical difficulties inherent to field research.

B. the limitations posed by reliance on self-report measures.

C. the usefulness of correlational research for devising new hypotheses to be tested.
D. none of these

99. Tobias Greitemeyer (2009) conducted a set of studies in which he examined the effect of media exposure
on mood and helping behavior. He found that

A. the type of music listened to had no effect on participants’ likelihood of donati_gﬂ their_monez.

B. partlcalloants were more likely to donate their money if they had listened to socially positive than
neutral song lyrics. _ _ _

C. participants that listened to neutral song lyrics were more likely to donate their money.

D. participants that listed to socially positive song lyrics were less likely to donate their money.

100.The study by Claire Ashton-James et a. (2009) (in which mood and cultural differences were explored)
examined whether

A. mood could cause individuals to act in novel ways.

B. Western participants were more likely to act in ways that are inconsistent with cultural norms.
C. East Asian participants were less likely to choose the uncommon color pen.

D. positive mood would make all participants more likely to choose the common color pen.

101.The color pen that participants chose in the Ashton-James (2009) study is best described as a(n)

A. dependent variable.
B. subject variable,

C. manipulated variable.
D. independent variable.

102.A subject variable in the Ashton-James (2009) study was
A. the color pen that the participant selected.
B. the type of music that the participant listened to.

C. whether the participant was from a Western or East Asian background.
D. the mood of the participant at the end of the study.
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103.When researchers find that the results of their studies could have occurred by chance only 5 or fewer
timesin 100 possible outcomes, they conclude that the results

A. are statistically significant. _

B. reflect an interaction between the dependent variables.
C. are theoretically meaningful. S

D. are null because of their low level of reliability.

104.Zachary observes a significant negative correlation between binge drinking and grades among college
students. Which of the following Is true?

A. Thereis a5 percent probability or less that this correlation occurred by chance.
B. Zachary cannot be sure what causes what, but he can be sure that either binge drinking causes |ower
rades or vice versa _ S _ _
C. Zachary will probably try to replicate his findings by conducting an experiment. _
D. Zachary would not have been able to conduct the study if students received written evaluations from
instructors rather than grades.

105.According to standard convention, aresearcher must be ___ % sure that the difference she observed
between experimental conditions were not simply the result of chance in order to conclude that the
differenceis statistically significant.

A. 90
B. 95
C. 9
D.99.9

106.0ne reason that socia psychologists attempt to replicate the results of their research is that doing so

A. reduces the probability that the results are due to chance.

B. increases the construct validity of the experiment. _

C. allows them to examine multiple relationships among variables.

D. increases the likelihood that participants have been treated ethically.

107.Participants who are subjected to all of the experimental procedures except the experimental
manipulation are called

A. raters.

B. confederates.
C. samples.

D. controls.

108.The purpose of using control groupsisto

A. address ethical concerns about experiments. _ _

B. determine if there are any interactions among the independent variables.

C. ensure ahigh level of experimental realism. _ _

D. provide a baseline against which to compare the effects of the independent variables.

109.Which of the following best represents a challenge to internal validity?
A. Failureto use a randomization procedure when selecting a sample o
B. Use of a dependent measure high in inter-rater reliability but low in construct validity

C. Differential compensation given to two grOléps in an experiment N
D. Designing laboratory conditions to be very different from everyday conditions
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110.The best solution to the problem of experimenter expectancy effectsis

A. the use of different experimentersin different conditions.

B. letting participants choose their own condition.

C. keeping experimenters uninformed about group assignment.
D. strict attention to random assignment.

111.You are anew researcher in asocial psychology lab. The study you are working on is examining the
effects of alcohol on aggressiveness. You are aware of the hypotheses of the study and eager to find
evidence that suEportst em, and you find yourself acting in aless PO“t"?‘ manner with participants who
arr]e assigned to the alcohol condition. This differential treatment of participants across conditions will
threaten

A. the statistical significance of the resullts.
B. theinternal validity of the study.

C. the external validity of the study.

D. none of these.

112.Rosenthal and Fode (1968) asked students to teach arat to learn a maze. Some students were told they
had been given a genetically engineered "intelligent” rat, whereas others were told that they had a"dull"
ret. AIthpu?h there were no actual differences among therats, the_"lntgjelgent" rats learned the maze
more quickly than the "dull" rats. Which of the following topics discu in your book can best explain
the results of this experiment?

A. experimenter expectancy effects.
B. mundane realism.

C. experimental realism.

D. high construct validity.

113.External validity refers to the degree to which

A. there can be reasonable certainty that the independent variables in an experiment caused the observed
effects on the dependent variables. _ _

B. there can be reasonable confidence that the same results would be obtained for other people and in
other situations. _ _ N _ _ o

C. participants were assigned to the various conditions on the basis of representative criteria

D. the experimental situation engages participants and leads them to behave naturally and
spontaneoudly.

114.1f astudy ishigh in external validity,

A. the theoretical constructs are accurately represented by the study's manipulations and measures.
B. the results can be generalized to different types of people and situations. _

C. changesin the dependent variable are caused by changes in the independent variable.

D. the theory that the study istesting is correct.

115.A socia psychologist wants to study the impact of listening to classical music on people's level of
comfort in socia interactions. She runs a study using a convenience sample of college undergraduates.
The use of this particular sampleisathreat to

A. mundane realism.

B. experimental realism.
C. internal validity.

D. external validity.
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116.Joel arguesthat the use of confederates provides for real interactions that emulate the types of reactions
that occur inreal life. Dale argues that the use of confederates sSimply makes an experiment more
involving for the participant. Which of the following is true?

A. Joel and Dale both believe that confederates increase mundane realism.

B. Joel and Dale both believe that confederates increase experimental realism. _

C. Joel believesthat confederates increase mundane realism; Dale believes that confederates increase
experimental realism. _ _ _ _

D. Joel believes that confederates increase experimental realism; Dale believes that confederates
increase mundane realism.

117.The reliance of many socia psychology studies on college student participants poses a threat to

A. internal validity.

B. external validity.

C. mundane realism.

D. experimental realism.

118.Which of the following is not a benefit of using deception in socia psychological research?

A. Experimental realism is increased.

B. Future meta-analyses become unnecessary. . o

C. Participants reactions tend to be more natural and less affected_g?/ social desirability.

D. It alows researchers to study potentially harmful or controversial behaviorsin arelatively safe
environment.

119.Research using meta-analysis procedures

A. computes correlations among more than two variables. _ _

B. approaches a research question using both correlational and experimental studies.
C. statistically assesses the consistency of several tests of the same hypothesis.

D. isused when self-report data regarding a particular topic are not available.

120.Which of the following is true regarding ethical standards of social psychological research?

A. All participants in any study must Brovide_ informed consent.

B. All participantsin any study must be debriefed at the end of the study.

C. Even archival analyses of data obtained from participants many years ago must be approved by an
Institutional Review Board beforehand.

D. Participants must be told the hypotheses being tested when providing informed consent.

121.Which of the following types of studies must be approved by an Institutional Review Board

A. Experiments using deception
B. Correlational studies

C. Descri ﬁtlve studies

D. al of these.

122.Providing research participants with information concerning the potential risks and benefits of their
participation

A. ispart of obtaining informed consent.

B. isusually done only after astudy is over.

C. tends to Increase the internal validity of a study.
D. tends to increase the external validity of a study.
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123.The disclosure made to participants after research procedures are completed, in which the researcher
explains the purpose of the research, is called

A. informed consent.

B. apost-hoc test.

C. exeBe_rlr_nenter expectancy effects.
D. debriefing.

124.]\c/\/|hic’:)h of the following statements concerning personal values and moralsin social psychology is
alse”

A. Values can influence the questions social p?chol ogists choose to ask.

B. Theimpact of values can be reduced through the use of the scientific method.
C. Vauesimpact the hypotheses researchers advance.

D. Vaues do not affect the research methods selected to address a particular issue.

125.1t is probably fair to say that

A. institrl]Jtilonal review boards have had little effect on the types of research conducted by social
psychologists.

B. most socia psychologists believe they have a moral imperative to study important topics even if

doi .ng S0 poses high risk for the gu%/ participants.

C. socid psychology research is devoid of human biases. _ . .

D. dtrict adherence to scientific methods reduce but do not eliminate human biases in social psychology.

126.Explain the difference between random sampling and random assignment, and indicate how these
procedures affect a study's internal and external validity.

127.What are the advantages and the primary disadvantage of doing correlational research rather than
experiments? Give an example of two variables that you think probably are negatively correlated with
each other. Explain why you think so.
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128.What are the two essential characteristics of an experiment? Why, and how, is each of these important
for the internal validity of the experiment?

129.Imagine that some researchers are interested in college students' self-reports about their reactionsto
various stressful situations. Rather than simply asking the students to recall various stressful situations
and their reactions to them, the researchers want to reduce the time between the students' self-reports
about the situations and the actual situations themselves. Describe two methods that have been
developed by social psychologists that could serve this purpose.

130.What is informed consent? What is debriefing? Why are they important in conducting research in social
psychology? What is the responsibility of institutional review boards?
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CHAPTER 2: DOING SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH
Key

One major difference between research in social psychology versus research in other fields such as
chemistry isthat

A. social psychology isless of ascience than many other fields. . .

B. many .pglolpl e have common sense intuitions about the questions that socia psychologists study
empirically.

C. social psychologists are less likely to rely on empirical observation to draw conclusions.

D. in socia psychology, researchers are less concerned with theories and more concerned with data.

Social Psychologists use the scientific method when they study human behavior in order to

A. alow other social psychologiststo attempt to replicate the findings.

B. ensure that the right people get credit for theresearch.

C. provide asolid theoretical foundation for social psychological research.

D. encourage social psychologists to conduct more basic, rather than applied, research.

Sebastian is learning about research methods in his social psychology course. All of the following are
benefits heis likely to experience except

A. the findings he learns about in class will be easier to understand and remember.

B. it will improve his reasoning about everyday events.

C. hewill become amore critical consumer of information in general.

D. hewill develop a better appreciation for the advantages of uncontrolled anecdotal observations.

All social psychological research must begin with a(n)
A. question.

B. independent variable.
C. subject variable.

D. control group.
Which of the following concerning research questionsin social psychology is false?

A. Research questions can be inspired by real-world events. _

B. Social psychologists sometimes develop research questions based on their own personal
experiences and observations. _ _ _

C. _Socrll alfp dchol ogists can only develop testable research questions by reading about prior research
in the field.

D. Music, poetry, and literature can al inspire research questions.

Which of the following is not listed by your textbook as a primary means by which social
psychologists discover what past research has been conducted on a given topic?

A. Electronic databases such as PsycINFO _

B. The reference sections of other published articles
C. Cdlling other researchers personally

D. Textbooks
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11.

12.

13.

¥Vhich of ?the following best describes the process of "treeing” when searching the psychology
iterature”

A. Searching for al articles on a given topic using an electronic database such as PsycINFO
B. Breaking down the size of an electronic searc_he%y using several limiting terms

C. Limiting searches to articles that have been cited by many other articles

D. Using the reference sections of relevant articlesto find other relevant articles

Socia psychologists use electronic databases, such as PsycINFO to

A. find published research on a particular topic.

B. determine the scientific and moral value of their research question. _

C. help them select arandom sample of participants from the population of interest.
D. increase the external validity of their research.

A hypothesis provides a means of atheory.

A. testing

B. proving
C. generalizing
D. creating

Which of the following is not a testable hypothesis?

A. Women tend to have more opposite-sex friends than men. _

B. Stereotypes are more likely to impact judgments when people are tired.

C. People smile more when they are lying than when they are telling the truth.
D. Refusing to help someone in need is morally wrong.

Hypotheses must be all of the following except

A. explicit.

B. testable.

C. predictive.
D. comprehensive.

A hypothesisis a(n)

A. organized set of principles used to explain and predict observed phenomena

B. specific procedure for manipulating or measuring variables in an experiment.

C. explicit testable prediction about the conditions under which an event will occur.
D. measure of the strength and association between two or more variables.

All else being equal, socia psychologists prefer a(n) theory to a(n) theory.

A. complex; simple

B. smple; complex
C. Intuitive; counterintuitive
D. popular; unpopular
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Britney believes that exposure to violent television increases aggressive behavior by making people's
own aggressive thoughts more accessible. Christina believes that violent television increases
%grve behavior by impairing peopl€'s cognitive abilities, which in turn makes them worry less

out the consequences of their behavior as well as more likely to have aggressive thoughts. 1f we
knew that violent television indeed increases aggressive behavior but knew nothing else on this topic,
which of the two theories should we prefer?

A. Britney's because it is more testable than Christina’s.
B. Britney's because it is smpler than Christina’s.

C. Christina's because it is more empirical than Britney's.
D. Christina's because it is more testable than Britney's.

Which of the following is most consistent with Bem's theory of self-perception?

A. People prefer to perceive themselves in positive rather than negative terms.

B. Becoming aware of one's own actionsis threatening to the self-concept. _

C. Theway that people see themselvesis determined only by their private thoughts and feelings.
D. Individuals sometimes rely on their own behavior to infer their attitudes and feelings.

Which of the following statements concerning theoriesin social psychology is true?

A. Theories can develop from hypotheses, but hypotheses do not develop from theories.
B. Theories are valued to the extent that they are generative.

C. Complex theories tend to be valued more than simple theories.

D. Theories must be accurate to be useful.

Which of the following is not acommon attribute of theoriesin social psychology?

A. They are high in simplicity. _ _

B. They encompass awide range of relevant information.

C. They preclude the need for testing further h?/poth@es.

D. They address limited and specific aspects of the way people behave.

All of the following are goals of basic research except

A. solving practical or real-world problems.

B. testing psychological theories. _

C. building afoundation of knowledge for the field.
D. discovering general principles of behavior.

Melissa's research examines the co%nitive processes involved in persuasion and how those processes
C?n be used to persuade women to have yearly mammograms. Thiswork represents an integration
0

A. hypothetical and theoretical research.
B. specific and general research.

C. basic and applied research.

D. independent and dependent research.

Which of the following best describes the primary goal of basic research?

A. To examine human behavior in real-world settings

B. Totest specific rg{Poth&e&s derived from a specific theory _ _

C. Tointegrate the ditfferent research methodol ogies within one subfield of social psychology
D. To solve practical problems
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In encouraging social psychologists to generate useful, practical theories, Kurt Lewin

A. set apart reliability issues from validity issues.

B. urged the synthesis of basic and applied research.

C. reduced the distinction between hypotheses and theories.
D. emphasized the importance of experimental methodol ogies.

Which of the following is not true of applied research in socia psychology?

A. It was pioneered by Kurt Lewin.

B. Itismore experimental than basic research.

C. It contributes to solutions of social problems.

D. It isoften conducted by researchers who aso conduct basic research.

Sapnais interested in the influence of nutrition on reaction time. She assigns participants to eat a
salad and fruit for dinner every day for aweek or to eat fast food each day. Shethen brings
participants into the lab and asks them to push a button on a keyboard as tast as they can every time
they hear a particular sound. What are the operational definitions of the variables in Sapna's study?

A. Nutrition; whether participants eat asalad or fast food

B. Nutrition; reaction time o

C. Whether participants eat salad or fast food; reaction time

D. Whetdher participants eat salad or fast food; how quickly they push the button when they hear the
soun

A researcher wanted to seeif alcohol consumption raises or lowers a person's self-esteem. In one

condition, he gives participants three glasses of punch spiked with alcohol and in the other he gives
articipants three glasses of plain punch. After participants finish their punch, they complete the
osenberg (1965) self-esteem scale. In this study, self-esteem isthe and the Rosenberg

questionnaire isthe :

A. conceptual independent variable; operational independent variable

B. conceptual dependent variable; operational dependent variable

C. operational dependent variable; conceptual dependent variable

D. conceptual independent variable; operational dependent variable

Which of the following statements about conceptual variablesis false?

A. They are more general and less abstract than operational definitions.
B. Thereisusually only one way to operationally definethem.

C. Insocial psychology, they are often intangible and assessed indirectly.
D. Any social psychological study includes at |east one of them.

Construct validity is best defined as the extent to which

A. the independent variable caused the observed change in the dependent variable.
B. the operational definitions reflect the conceptual variables of interest.

C. the experimental procedures are involving and meaningful to the participants.
D. different constructs within the study are correlated with one another.

Which of the following is false about construct validity?

A. Itisrelevant to both the dependent and independent variablesin astudy.

B. It can beidentical for two researchers who have different operational definitions of the same
conceptual variable. o

C. It ensuresthat the study is high in internal validity.

D. It facilitates the testing of both hypotheses and theories.
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Ina st_udﬁ_concerni ng the cuesthat signal deception, Winston uses the number of times a person
shiftsin his or her seat as a measure of lying. Virginia points out that people may shift their position
because they are nervous about being perceived as aliar, even though they are actually telling the
truth. Virginiais questioning the of Winston's measure of lying.

A. construct validity
B. inter-rater reliability
C. mundane realism
D. interna validity

Which of the following statements concerning self-report measures is false?

A. They allow researchers access to individuals' private thoughts and feelings. _
B. They are not influenced by the phrasing of a question or the response options provided.
C. ghe_y aabrle sometimes inaccurate because people intentionally present themselvesin asocially
esirable way.
D. One problem they have s that individuals may not explicitly remember the thoughts or behaviors
they are asked about.

Y our book describes a study in which partici Pants were provided with information about either the
success rate or failure rate of condoms. The findings of this study indicate that

A. college students tend to be naively ignorant of the risks associated with some of their behaviors.

B. the simple wording and/or positioning of a question can have adrastic effect on self-report
responses.

C. partici ﬂants often lie when they are asked about sensitive personal issues.

D. al of these.

Which of the following has been shown to increase the accuracy of self-reports?

A. Experimental research
B. Construct validity

C. Bogus pipeline

D. Random sampling

Dr. Gillig isworried that when he asks participants to indicate on a questionnaire how they feel about
members of other racial groups, they will respond in a socially desirable manner instead of indicating
how they really feel. If Dr. Gillig uses abogus pipeline in his research, he is hoping to convince
participants

A. that it is not important whether they ook good or look bad.

B. he can tell when they are lying as opposed to telling the truth.

C. that their responses are completely anonymous and confidential .

D. he, too, is biased, so they should feel free to admit their own racial biases.

Unlike questionnaire studies, narrative studies require

A. that participants answer specific questions.
B. that participants forsake anonymity.

C. coding of participant responses.

D. strict time limits.

Researchers have devel oped interval-contingent, signal-contingent, and event-contingent report
methods in order to

A. reduce the time that elaeﬂses_ between an actual experience and the person's report of it.
B. observe participants behavior unobtrusively.

C. strengthen the ethical standards used in experiments. _ _

D. incorporate a more diverse sample of participants and culturesin their research.
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In her research on mood, Selena asks research partici ﬂants to keep ajournal for a period of one
month. In thisjournal, participants write as much as they can about the various emotions they
experience each day. Selena’s research would best be described as

A. relying on signal-conti nqent self-reports.
B. highininter-rater reliability.

C. anarrative study.

D. archival research.

In comparison to self-report measures, observational measures are not affected by

A. experimenter expectancy effects.

B. participants social desirability concerns.
C. sampling biases. _

D. participants memory biases.

Self-report measures and observational measures are similar in that both

A. can beinfluenced by social desirability concerns.

B. require high inter-rater reliability to be considered accurate.
C. are subject to biases and distortionsin memory.

D. provide direct access to people's thoughts and feelings.

To assess the extent to which students are reading their textbooks, a professor notes how creased the
spine of each book is. This professor isrelying on

A. adescriptive study.

B. signal-contingent self-reports.
C. event-contingent self-reports.
D. observational measures.

]:I'he use of machines to measure dependent variables in observational studies can reduce the need
or

A. internal validity.

B. random sampling.
C. construct validity.
D. inter-rater reliability.

Which of the following examples best reflects the use of inter-rater reliability?

A. Inastudy examining the creativity of children’'s paintings, several judges are asked to rate the
creativity of each painting. The degree to which the judges agree in their ratings is assessed.

B. Inastudy examini n% the favorite foods of college students, alarge sample of students rate several
foods according to their preferences. The degree to which students' responses are correlated is

C. In astudy examining toy Eref_erences of toddlers, the children are |eft alone to play with several
toys for an hour. During the first half hour, one researcher observestheir play. During the second
half ho%rd a second researcher observes their play. The researchers observations are then
compared.

D. In astudy examining well-being in the elderly, respondents living in different nursing homes are
asked to rate the quality of their nursing home. Researchers then obtain a(égwl of participants
medical records. The relationship between the quality ratings and actual health is assessed.
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Which of the following is not mentioned in your book as a new technology used by social
psychologists in obtaining observational data?

A. Polygraphs (lie detector machines)

B. Eyetracking

C. fMRI o

D. Computer-based reaction time measurement

The different research methods used by socia psychologists tend to emphasize all of the following
except

A. an objective approach.
B. avariable approach.

C. asystematic approach.
D. aquantifiable approach.

Social psychologists tend to prefer which of the following research methods above all others?

A. Meta-analysis

B. Correlational research
C. Experimentation

D. Descriptive research

Social psychologists use descriptive research in order to describe

A. genera patterns and trends in the variables of interest. _

B. cause-and-effect relationships between independent and dependent variables.
C. associations between two or more variables of interest.

D. the strength of an observed effect.

A study that examines existing records or databases is referred to asa

A. case study.

B. archival study.
C. anecdotal study.
D. survey.

ForOl W'pi ch of the following questions would a researcher be most likely to use an observational
study~

A. Ismemory for television commercials influenced by the content of the programsin which the
commercials appear? _ _ _ o

B. Isthere any relationship between taking social psychology courses and happiness later in life?

C. Does the consumption of alcohol lead to increased aggressiveness?

D. Do banks tend to offer heterosexual couples lower interest rates on home mortgages than
homosexual couples?

To examine potential gender differences in the qualities individuals seek in their romantic partners,
HaeJin compares the personal ads placed by men and women. Haeldin is conducting a(n)

A. survey study.

B. observational study.
C. archival study.

D. experiment.
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Latrell, the editor of a popular sports magazine, would like to know more about the demographics of
the magazine's readers. He designs a questionnaire to assess this information and sends it to arandom
sample of the magazine's readers. Latrell is conducting a(n)

A. survey.

B. observational study.
C. archival study.

D. experiment.

The most important aspect of sampling in asurvey study is

A itsinclusion of equal numbers of individuals from different groupsin the popul ation.

B. the number of peoplein the sample. o

C. theratio of the sample size to the population size. _ _ _

D. the extent to which the sample in this study matches the population proportionally in terms of

demographic variables.

A television producer isinterested in whether women like soap operas more than sitcoms. The
producer uses arandom number table to select a sample of one hundred households, and then makes
phone calls to these households every afternoon for three weeks. Of those who were home when the
producer called, 75% reported they liked soap operas more than sitcoms. Which of the following
might raise questions about the results?

A. Theuse of archival data

B. The representativeness of the sample

C. The construct validity of the measure .

D. The operational definition advanced by the magazine

Which of the following does not make use of random sampling?

A. Public opinion pollin

B. Election Day exit pol mi _

C. Market research telemarketing surveys
D. A Population Census

In principle, the purpose of random sampling is to make sure that research participants

A. havethe right to withdraw from a study without incurring any penalty.
B. arefully informed asto the procedures and hypotheses of the study.

C. do not differ from one another in s?/stematic ways. _

D. constitute a representative sample from the population of interest.

What is one genera difference between descriptive and correlational research methods?

A. Descriptive research does not look at relationships between variables.

B. Descriptive research is more useful when one wants to infer causation.

C. Correlational research cannot make use of archival data. o

D. Correlational research imbues the researcher with more control over the research participants.

Luke would like to know if there is a relationship between the number of psychology courses people
take and their level of emBathy. He surveys arandomly selected group of college students. Each
student indicates the number of psychology courses he or she has taken and then completes an
empathy scale. Luke's research is best described as a(n)

A. correlationa study.
E%:. experlrntt_ant.St dy

. prospective study.
D. gI’CI‘SIR/d study.
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The primary goal of using correlational research isto

A. determine the causal relationship between an independent and dependent variable.

B. describe the population's average score on a particular measure.

C. manipulate one variable but hold the other constant. _

D. determine the nature and strength of the association between two measured variables.

Which of the following statements concerning correlational research istrue?

A. In correlational research, variables are measured, but not manipulated.

B. In correlational research, one variable is manipulated and one Is measured.

C. Correlational research can be conducted using observational, but not archival, measures.
D. Correlational research can be conducted using archival, but not observational, measures.

The stronger the relationship between two variables

A. the further from zero the correlation coefficient will be.

B. theless appropriate is a correlational research design.

C. the greater the probability that the observed association was due to chance.
D. the more likely the correlation coefficient is to be a positive number.

Which of the following correlation coefficients reflects the strongest meaningful relationship?

A. 0.67
B.0
C. +0.86

D. +1.25

When decreases in one variable are accompanied by decreases in another variable, the variables are
described as

A. negatively correlated.
B. positively correlated.
C. causaly related.

D. prospectively related.

Which of the following is not a causal explanation that would be consistent with a positive
correlation between the number of hours a person sleeps per night and her level of positive mood?

A. The more sleep a person gets, the better her mood. _

B. People who are happy are less likely to suffer from insomnia.

C. Stress causes people to sleep less and be in a bad mood.

D. People who are depressed tend to need more sleep than other people.

Vito finds a correlation of —0.35 between procrastination behaviors and academic achievement.
Which of the following is anappropriate conclusion for Vito to draw?

A. Procrastination |eads students to perform more poorly.

B. Poor academic performance causes more procrastination.

C. Elimination of procrastination behaviors will lead students to perform better.
D. none of these.

Carmellafinds a correlation of +0.47 between self-esteem and academic achievement. Which of the
following is the most appropriate interpretation of this correlation?

A. High self-esteem motivates students to achieve more academically.

B. Doing well academlcall%/ increases students' self-esteem. _

C. The higher students' self-esteem, the greater their academic achievement.
D. As self-esteem increases, academic achievement decreases.
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Which of the following is an example of a negative correlation?

A. The more pets you own, the greater your physical health tends to be.
B. The more money people make the bigger their house tendsto be.

C. The more alcohol you consume, the lower your GPA tends to be.

D. The more points the higher the score.

Suppose the correlation between the number of times couples go to the movies and the number of
times they go out to dinner is+0.79. Among the following conclusions, which oneis not consistent
with this computation?

A. The more often that couples go to the movies, the more often they go out to dinner.

B. Theless often that couples go to the movies, the less often they go out to dinner.

C. Thereisastrong positive correlation between the number of times couples go to the movies and
the number of times they go out to dinner.

D. Because the correlation coefficient is less than 1.0, the association between these two variablesis
very weak and probably unreliable.

Dr. Vandelay found the correlation between shoe size and sexual deviancy to be +0.83. Which of the
following can you conclude from this correlation?

A. Asshoe sizeincreases, sexual deviancy increases.

B. Asshoesizeincreases, sexual deviancy decreases. .

C. Thereisvirtually no relationship between shoe size and sexual deviancy.
D. Engaging in sexually deviant acts causes your feet to grow.

Camryn uses a survey to measure the association between students girade point avergPe and weekly
consumption of alcohol. She finds that higher GPAs tend to predict lower levels of acohol
consumption (and vice versa). This study Is best described as a(n)

A. experiment.

B. observational study.
C. concurrent study.
D. correlational study.

To examinetherel ations_hiP between media violence and aggressive behavior, Lomez first measures
the number of hours of violent television watched per week for a sample of boys. Ten years later, the
same boys are contacted and asked to complete a questionnaire to measure their aggressiveness.
Lomez'swork is best described as a(n)

A. experiment.

B. observational study.
C. concurrent study.
D. prospective study.

In a correlational study, the researcher ; in an experiment the researcher

A. islimitedagp what she can study by practical and ethical constraints; examines the full range of
two variables

B. considers both independent and dependent variables, can draw causal conclusions

C. may be worried about random selection; compares the responses of two or more groups of
participants . . . . .

D. must use random assignment to condition; manipul ates a variable and measures another variable

10
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One of the many advantages of correlational research is that

A. it allows researchers to study variables that cannot be manipulated in the lab.

B. it alows the researcher to test for and determine the nature of causal relationships.
C. it exhibits high internal vaI_|d|t¥_.

D. it tends to be statistically signiticant.

Which of the following statements concerning correlational research is false?

A. Correlational research aids researchers in the development of new hypotheses. _

B. Correlational research permits researchers to determine whether one variable can predict another.

C. Correlational research is often useful for studying phenomena for which experimentation is
impractical or unethical.

D. Correlational research allows researchers to measure relationships between independent and
dependent variables.

Which of the following statements about correlational studiesis false?

They are useful for studying questions that can’t be examined by experiments for practical
reasons.

They are often more sophisticated than descriptive studies. . .

Their major limitation involves their inability to speak directly to issues of causality.

. They free aresearcher from any type of ethical concernsin collecting the data.

oowm >

Which of the following is true of correlational research?

A. Itisapowerful way to establish causal relationships between variables.

B. It allows an experimenter to control extraneous variables. o

C. It permits researchers to determine whether one variable is predictive of another.
D. Itislimited to the study of variables that can be measured in the laboratory.

Relative to experimental studies, the primary disadvantage of correlation studiesis that

A. they are more labor-intensive.

B. cause and effect cannot be determined with them.

C. theresults are more difficult to understand.

D. the choice of variables that can be studied is limited.

Causation cannot be inferred from correlational studies because

A. they are so low in external validity. _

B. they do not involve the manipulation of variables.

C. they are always conducted outside of the research lab. _

D. researchers have too much control over the variablesin correlational research.

Experiments require al of the following except

A. eqqglb tlreatment of participantsin different groups except for the manipulation of the independent
variable.

B. control over ex]perir_nental procedures.

C. manipulation of an independent variable.

D. alaboratory environment.

11
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In awell-designed experiment, all participants must

A. betreated in exactly the same manner except for the specific differences the experimenter wants
to create.

B. not realize that they are involved in an experiment.

C. beinfluenced b%/ experimenter expectancy effects. _ _ _

D. be allowed to choose their own experimental conditions without interference or bias from the
experimenter.

Buster runs an_exeFGi ment in which she finds that participants placed in aqg)od mood by a haﬁ)_py film
clip are more likely to offer help to afellow participant than participants who see a sad film clip.

Gob suggests that perhaps this difference simply results from the fact that the participantsin the
happy film clip condition were more helpful people to begin with. What methodol ogical aspect of a
successful experiment can Buster point to in order to refute this criticism?

A. Externa validity

B. Random selection
C. Random assignment
D. Manipulation

Among the following, which is most relevant to ensuring that any differences one obtains after the
experimental manipulation of a study have been produced only by that manipulation?

A. Statistical interactions
B. Externa validity

C. Construct validity

D. Experimenter control

Random assignment is a defining feature of an experiment. It means that

A. participants are able to select the particular experimental manipulations they wish to experience.

B. participants were randomly selected from the population of interest.

C. whether participants are in one condition or another is determined at random. o

D. g{;}\crftlu pants are assigned to the experimental conditions on the basis of their pre-existing
ifferences.

A researcher was interested in the effects of mood on aggression. She decided to see how receiving
an insult or acompliment affects aggression, and she measured aggression by having participants
administer small shocks to another participant. The researcher found that participants in the insult
condition were more aggressive than those in the compliment condition. One of her colleagues reads
about this research and voices concern that people in the insult condition may have been more
naturally ag_?r ve than people in the compliment condition, causing the differences observed by the
researcher. This concern about pre-existing differences between participants in the two conditions
would only be valid if

A. participants were not a representative sample of the population.
B. participants were not randomly assigned to the condition.,

C. partici ﬂants were not randomly selected from the popul ation.
D. all of these.

Random assignment is essential to establishing causality because it

A. permits researchers to verify that they have a diverse and representative sample of participants.

B. redulces the possibility that individual characteristics of the participants produced the observed
results.

C. increases the external validity of the experiment. _ o _

D. alows researchers to determine whether or not their operational definitions reflect the variables of
interest.

12
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The procedure used to ensure that research participants have an equal chance of being placed in either
the experimental or control group in an experiment is called

A. random assignment.
B. random sampling.

C. debriefing. _

D. experimental realism.

In comparison to field experiments, |aboratory experiments

A. permit researchers greater control.

B. alow more naturalistic observation of behavior.

C. areless susceptible to experimenter expectancy effects.

D. have fewer problems caused by the limitations of self-report data.

One advantage of field research is that

A. random assignment is more likely to be used in field experiments.

B. they pose fewer threats to externa validity than |ab studies. .

C. participants are more likely to behave naturally in the field than in the lab.
D. they face fewer potential ethical problems than do lab experiments.

In an experiment, the independent variableis while the dependent variableis

A. held constant; varied
B. correlational; descriptive
C. manipulated; measured
D. general; specific

Subject variables are characterized by all of the following except

A. They are neither dependent nor truly independent variables.
B. They cannot be manipulated or randomly assigned.

C. They may include gender and ethnicity of participants.

D. They are essentia tor field experiments.

To examine the impact of group size on conformity behavior, Stanley has groups of two, five, or ten
people stand on acity street and stare up at a window. Stanley then records the number of passersby
who stop and stare at the window. This study is an example of a(n)

A. meta-analysis.

B. archival study. _ _

C. experiment with one independent variable.
D. experiment with two independent variables.

Dr. Van Nostrand studies the impact of pornography on attitudes toward women. Attitudes toward
women are the in this research.

A. independent variable
B. control factor

C. Interaction

D. dependent variable

13
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Verathinks that having pets increases psychological functioning and well-being. To test this, one
%roup of randomly selected nursing home residents is each given a pet while a second group isnot.

ver two months, the overall level of rPsychoI ogical functioning is evaluated on adaily basis. What is
the independent variable in this study

A. Having petsincreases psychological functioning

B. Whether or not the residents received a pet _

C. Thelevel of psychological functioning demonstrated by the residents
D. Thisisacorrelation study, so there is no independent variable.

Barb examines the impact that sitting in front of amirror has on the academic performance of female
adolescents. In her study, the number of math questions answered correctly appearsto be the

A. conceptual independent variable.

B. conceptual dependent variable. _

C. operational definition of the independent variable.
D. operational definition of the dependent variable.

Castillawonders whether environmental factors influence how long juries take to select a foreperson.
Mock jurors are brought into aroom with either a re_ctan%ul ar table or around table. The jurors are
asked to select aforeperson before starting deliberation. Castilla records how long it takes each jury
to select aforeperson. The shape of the table isthe

A. independent variable.
B. dependent variable.
C. subject variable.

D. control variable.

Robinson manipulates two variables in his experimental investigation of test-taking performance: the
number of participants seated in the room and the room temﬁerature. He finds that regardless of the
temperature in the room, participants do better on the test when the room is less crowded. Which of
the tollowing statements about this study is true?

A. There are two independent variables in this study.
B. Thereis oneindependent variablein this study.
C. There are two dependent variables in this study.
D. none of these

Natasha finds that men speak more often in the classroom than do women, and that thisistrue both
when they are assigned to sit in the front of the room versus the back of the room. Natasha's study has
found a statistically significant effect for

A. the independent variable she manipulated.

B. asubject variable. _ _

C. the conceptual, but not the operational variable.

D. the experimental, but not the correlational variable.

What does it mean to say that an experiment has two independent variables?
A. The researcher has created a study with two different conditions. _
B. Theresearcher has come up with two different measures to take in order to test the hypothesis.

C. Theresearcher is manipulating two different variables in the course of the stud%/. _
D. The effects of one variable in the study have nothing to do with the effects of the other variable.

14
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To examine the impact of mood on prosocia behavior, Leila had participants watch a video intended
to put them in either a positive or neutral mood before asking them to make a donation to afictitious
charity. Which of the tollowing is the operationa dependent variable in this study?

é. hmood s vid

: or sad video
C. p?gggpial behavior
D. donation to charity

Theo administered an intelligence test to freshmen and seniors at Faber College and at Hillman
College and compared performance across these four groups. Which of the following statements
about the study istrue?

A. It has one independent variable.
B. It hastwo subject variables.

C. It hastwo dependent variables
D. none of these.

Achieving istypically more of achallengein afield study than in alaboratory study.

A. high external validity
B. highinternal validity
C. high mundane realism
D. cross-cultural reliability

The study conducted by Tobias Greitemeyer (2009) in which participants were exposed to different
types of music illustrates

A. the ethical difficultiesinherent to field research.

B. thelimitations posed by reliance on self-report measures.

C. the usefulness of correlational research for devising new hypotheses to be tested.
D. none of these

Tobias Greitemeyer (2009) conducted a set of studies in which he examined the effect of media
exposure on mood and helping behavior. He found that

A. thetype of music listened to had no effect on participants’ likelihood of donati_gﬁ their_mone%/.

B. partlcel‘r)ants were more likely to donate their money if they had listened to socially positive than
neutral song lyrics. _ _ _

C. participants that listened to neutral song lyrics were more likely to donate their money.

D. participants that listed to socially positive song lyrics were less likely to donate their money.

The study by Claire Ashton-James et al. (2009) (in which mood and cultural differences were
explored) examined whether

A. mood could cause individuals to act in novel ways. _ _ _

B. Western participants were more likely to act in ways that are inconsistent with cultural norms.
C. East Asian participants were less likely to choose the uncommon color pen.

D. positive mood would make all participants more likely to choose the common color pen.

The color pen that participants chose in the Ashton-James (2009) study is best described as a(n)
A. dependent variable.
B. subject variable.

C. manipulated variable.
D. independent variable.
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A subject variable in the Ashton-James (2009) study was

A the color pen that the participant selected.

B. thetype of music that the participant listened to. _

C. whether the participant was from a Western or East Asian background.
D. the mood of the participant at the end of the study.

When researchers find that the results of their studies could have occurred by chance only 5 or fewer
timesin 100 possible outcomes, they conclude that the results

A. are statistically significant.

B. reflect an interaction between the dependent variables.
C. aretheoretically meaningful.

D. are null because of their Tow level of reliability.

Zachary observes a significant negative correlation between binge drinking and grades among college
students. Which of the following Is true?

A. Thereis a5 percent probability or less that this correlation occurred by chance.

B. Zachary cannot be sure what causes what, but he can be sure that either binge drinking causes
lower grades or vice versa _ S _ _

C. Zachary will probably try to replicate his findings by conducting an experiment. _

D. Zachary would not have been able to conduct the study if students received written evaluations
from instructors rather than grades.

According to standard convention, aresearcher must be ___ % sure that the difference she observed
between experimental conditions were not simply the result of chance in order to conclude that the
differenceis statistically significant.

A. 90
B. 95
C. 99
D. 99.9

One reason that social psychologists attempt to replicate the results of their research is that doing so

A. reduces the probability that the results are due to chance.

B. increases the construct validity of the experiment. _

C. alowsthem to examine multiple relationships among variables.

D. increases the likelihood that participants have been treated ethically.

Parti cipants who are subjected to all of the experimental procedures except the experimental
manipulation are called

A. raters.

B. confederates.
C. samples.

D. controls.

The purpose of using control groupsisto

A. address ethical concerns about experiments. _ _

B. determine if there are any interactions among the independent variables.

C. ensure ahigh level of experimental realism. _ _

D. provide a baseline against which to compare the effects of the independent variables.
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Which of the following best represents a challenge to internal validity?

A. Failure to use a randomization procedure when selecting a sample o
B. Use of adependent measure high in inter-rater reliability but low in construct validity
C. Differential compensation given to two grOtéps in an experiment N

D. Designing laboratory conditions to be very different from everyday conditions

The best solution to the problem of experimenter expectancy effectsis

A. the use of different experimentersin different conditions.

B. letting participants choose their own condition.

C. keeping experimenters uninformed about group assignment.
D. strict attention to random assignment.

Y ou are anew researcher in a social p&/ChoI ogy lab. The study you are working on is examini n?.the
effects of alcohol on aggressiveness. You are aware of the hypotheses of the study and eager to find
evidence that supports them, and you find yourself acting in aless polite manner with participants
who are assigned to the alcohol condition. This differential treatment of participants across
conditions will threaten

A. the statistical significance of the results.
B. theinternal validity of the study.

C. the external validity of the study.

D. none of these.

Rosenthal and Fode (1968) asked students to teach arat to learn a maze. Some students were told
they had been given a genetically engineered "intelligent” rat, whereas others were told that they had
a"dull" rat. Although there were no actual differences among the rats, the "intelligent” rats learned
the maze more quickly than the "dull" rats. Which of the following topics discussed in your book can
best explain the results of this experiment?

A. experimenter expectancy effects.
B. mundane realism.

C. experimental realism.

D. high construct validity.

External validity refersto the degree to which

A there can be reasonable certainty that the independent variablesin an experiment caused the
observed effects on the dependent variables. _ _

B. there can be reasonable confidence that the same results would be obtained for other people and in
other situations. _ _ . _ _ o

C. participants were assigned to the various conditions on the basis of representative criteria

D. the experimental situation engages participants and |eads them to behave naturally and
spontaneously.

If astudy ishighin external validity,
A. thetheoretical constructs are accurately represented by the study's manipulations and measures.
B. theresults can be generalized to different types of people and situations.

C. changes in the dependent variable are caused by changes in the independent variable.
D. the theory that the study istesting is correct.
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A social psychologist wants to study the impact of listening to classical music on people's level of
comfort in social interactions. She runs a study using a convenience sample of college
undergraduates. The use of this particular sasmpleisathreat to

A. mundane realism.

B. experimenta realism.
C. interna validity.

D. externa validity.

Joel argues that the use of confederates provides for real interactions that emulate the types of
reactions that occur in real life. Dale argues that the use of confederates simply makes an experiment
more involving for the participant. Which of the following is true?

A. Joel and Dale both believe that confederates increase mundane realism.

B. Joel and Dale both believe that confederates increase experimental realism.

C. Joel believes that confederates increase mundane realism; Dale believes that confederates increase
experimental realism.

D. Joel believes that confederates increase experimental realism; Dale believes that confederates
increase mundane realism.

The reliance of many socia psychology studies on college student participants poses a threat to

A internal validity.

B. external validity.

C. mundane realism.

D. experimental realism.

Which of the following is not a benefit of using deception in social psychological research?

A. Experimental realism isincreased.

B. Future meta-analyses become unnecessary. _ o

C. Participants reactions tend to be more natural and less affected_gP/ social desirability.

D. It allows researchers to study potentially harmful or controversial behaviorsin arelatively safe
environment.

Research using meta-analysis procedures

A. computes correlations among more than two variables. _ _

B. approaches aresearch question using both correlational and experimental studies.
C. dtatistically assesses the consistency of several tests of the same hypothesis.

D. isused when self-report data regarding a particular topic are not available.

Which of the following is true regarding ethical standards of social psychological research?

A. All participants in any study must Brovide_ informed consent.

B. All participants in any study must be debriefed at the end of the study.

C. Even archival analyses of data obtained from participants many years ago must be approved by an
Institutional Review Board beforehand. S

D. Participants must be told the hypotheses being tested when providing informed consent.

Which of the following types of studies must be approved by an Institutional Review Board
A. Experiments using deception

B. Correlational studies

C. Descriﬁtive studies

D. all of these.
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Providing research participants with information concerning the potential risks and benefits of their
participation

A. ispart of obtaining informed consent.

B. isusually done only after astudy isover.

C. tendsto Increase the internal validity of a study.
D. tendsto increase the external validity of a study.

The disclosure made to participants after research procedures are completed, in which the researcher
explains the purpose of the research, is called

A. informed consent.

B. apost-hoc test.

C. e>éBer|menter expectancy effects.
D. debriefing.

]\C%hi(’:)h of the following statements concerning personal values and moralsin social psychology is
Se”

A. Vaues can influence the questions social ps%/chol ogists choose to ask.

B. Theimpact of values can be reduced through the use of the scientific method.
C. Vauesimpact the hypotheses researchers advance. _ '

D. Values do not affect the research methods selected to address a particul ar issue.

It is probably fair to say that

A. instit#tilonal review boards have had little effect on the types of research conducted by social
psychol ogists. . . . . : . .

B. most social psychologists believe they have a moral imperative to study important topics even if
doing so poses high risk for the stu_cg/ participants.

C. socia psychology research isdevoid of human biases. _ _ _

D. strict adherence to scientific methods reduce but do not eliminate human biases in social

psychology.

Explain the difference between random sampling and random assignment, and indicate how these
procedures affect a study's internal and external validity.

A random sample indicates that all members of the target population have an equal chance of being
selected for the study. Random samples are particularly attractive because they aremore
representative than other samples (such as convenience samples) of the populations from which they
are taken. Moreover, because representative samples allow one to generalize the findings of a study
to the larger population, random sampling increases external validity. Random assignment is a
procedure that is only relevant when conducting an experiment; in this case, members of the sample
(who have aready been chosen, randomly or not) have an equal chance of being assigned to any of
the experimental conditions. This procedure assures that, on average, members of experimental
g_roups are equivalent in all ways before a study begins. This allows the researcher to infer that any

ifferences between groups at the end of the study must be the result of the manipulation. In other
words, it is random assignment that allows the researcher to conclude with confidence that the
independent variable caused the changes in the dependent variable, which means that random
assignment to condition increases internal validity.
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What are the advantages and the primary disadvantage of doing correlational research rather than
experiments? Give an example of two variables that you think probably are negatively correlated
with each other. Explain why you think so.

An important advantage of doing correlational research rather than experiments s that correlational
research can study associations of naturally occurring variables that cannot be manipulated or
induced due to practical constraints, such as participants gender, age, race, height, etc. Correlational
research can aso examine phenomena that would be difficult or unethical to create for research
purposes, such as certain kinds of violence, love, abuse of alcohol, etc. Correlational research aso
offers more flexibility than experiments because a wide range of variables can be measured,
including those obtained in the field, using archives, through national surveys, etc. The primary
disadvantage of doing correlational research rather than experimentsis that a correlational study
cannot demonstrate causation. That is, correlations cannot demonstrate cause-and-effect relationships
between variables. A well-designed experiment, in contrast, can demonstrate that changes in one
variable can cause a change in another variable. Two variables are negatively correlated if as one
variable increases the other decreases (and vice versa?. One pair of variablesthat should be
negatively correlated with each other is the amount of time spent studying and the number of courses
{jal ed. Asthe amount of time one spends studying increases, the number of courses one fails should
ecrease.

What are the two essential characteristics of an experiment? Why, and how, is each of these
important for the internal validity of the experiment?

One essential characteristic of an experiment is that the researcher has control over the experimental
procedures. The researcher manipulates the variables of interest and keeps all else uniform. That is,
all participants should be treated exactly the same way--except for the manipulations that the
experimenter isinvestigating. The other essential characteristic of an experiment is that all
participants are assigned randomly to the different conditions. Because of random assignment to
condition, at the beginning of the study there should be no systematic differences between the groups
of J)al"[l cipants. Internal validity isthe degree to which there can be reasonable certainty that the
independent variables in an experiment caused the effects obtained on the dependent variable. By
having agreat deal of control over the eXﬁerlmer_\tal procedures, researchers can help ensure that the
only differences between conditions are the manipulations themsel ves and not some other factors. If
other factors vary along with the independent variables, then it isless clear that the independent
variables are the cause of any differences found in the dependent variable, thereby reducing the
internal validity of the experiment. Even if the researcher has a great deal of control and ensures that
the only differences in the treatment received by the participants across conditions are the
manipulations of the independent variables, it is possible that the participants in one condition are
different from the participants in other conditions in important ways just by random chance. If thisis
the case, the differences found in the dependent variable may be a function of these other differences
rather than the result of the manipulations. If the participants are randomly assigned to the conditions,
however, the chances that the partic{iaBants differed in _vvai/s other than those created by the

mani pul ations become very improbable, especially with larger sasmples. Differences found in the
dependent variable can thus be attributed to the manipulations of the independent variables rather
than to pre-existing differences among the participants, thereby creating internal validity.
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Imagine that some researchers are interested in college students' self-reports about their reactions to
various stressful situations. Rather than simply asking the students to recall various stressful
situations and their reactions to them, the researchers want to reduce the time between the students
self-reports about the situations and the actual situations themselves. Describe two methods that have
been developed by social psychologists that could serve this purpose.

The textbook describes three such methods: interval-contingent, signal-contingent, and
event-contingent. Using the interval-contingent method, the researchers would have the students
report their experiences at regular intervals, such as once aday. Using the signal-contingent method,
the researchers would ask the students to report their experiences as soon as possible after being
signaled to do so, as with a beeper. Using the event-contingent method, the researchers would ask the
students to report on a designated set of events as soon as possible after such events occurred; for
example, the students might be asked to report their experiences as soon as possible after being
confronted with a stressful situation.

What is informed consent? What is debriefing? Why are thg?/ important in conducting research in
socia psychology? What is the responsibility of institutional review boards?

Informed consent is the individual's deliberate, voluntary decision to participate in research, based on
the researcher's description of what will be required during such participation. Individuals must be
given enough information about the research in order to make an informed decision about whether or
not they wish to participate. Debriefing is a disclosure, made to participants after research procedures
are completed, in which the researcher explains the purpose of the research, attemptsto resolve any
negative feelings, and emphasizes the scientific contribution made by individuals' participation. Both
informed consent and debriefing are very important in protecting the welfare of the individuals who
participate in the research. Informed consent, for example, is critically important from an ethical
perspective. Human participants should know what the possible risks and dangers are of participating
In some research before they agree to do so. The debriefing is also important from an ethical
perspective. During the debriefing the researcher should attempt to make the fpartl cipants feel good
about havmg participated in the research, and ang possible negative effects of having been in the
study should be eliminated. Institutional review boards exist at all institutions that seek federal
funding for research involving human participants. Their responsibility is to review research. _
proposals to ensure that the physical and psychological welfare of the individuals who participate in
the proposed research will be protected, both in the short-term and long-term.
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