


Chapter 2: Socialization 

Student: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

1. The ways in which individuals learn and recreate skills, knowledge, values, motives, and roles appropriate to 

their position in a group or society is called  

A. institutionalization 

B. grammaticization 

C. socialization 

D. interactionism 

  

2. Which perspective of socialization views it as being largely dependent on the processes of physical and 

psychological maturation, which are biologically determined?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

3. Recurrent and predictable activities that are basic to day-to-day social life are referred to as  

A. role identities 

B. cultural routines 

C. reinforcements 

D. social identities 

  

4. Which perspective of socialization considers it to be a product of group life?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

5. The interpretive perspective on socialization is based on what larger theoretical perspective?  

A. cognitive theory 

B. reinforcement theory 

C. symbolic interactionism 

D. role theory 

  



6. Which perspective of socialization draws on symbolic interaction theory and focuses on social interaction as 

the medium through which children acquire and reproduce culture?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

7. Which perspective of socialization focuses on the unfolding of the child’s own abilities?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

8. Which parenting style results in more positive psychological development?  

A. authoritative 

B. permissive 

C. aloof 

D. authoritarian 

  

9. Which of the following is a primary agent of socialization?  

A. family 

B. peers 

C. school 

D. all of the above 

  

10. Which of the following is true about the effects of divorce on children?  

A. children of divorced parents generally score lower on measures of academic success than children of married 

parents 

B. children of divorced parents show less psychological problems than children of married parents 

C. there are no intergenerational effects on divorce 

D. divorce is more detrimental on children over the age of 16 

  

11. Which of the following influences the extent of a father’s involvement with his children?  

A. positive maternal attitudes toward father involvement 

B. maternal employment 

C. job stress 

D. all of the above 

  



12. Which agent of socialization is designed to socialize children?  

A. family 

B. peers 

C. school 

D. all of the above 

  

13. Reinforcing any behavior that remotely resembles the desired response is called  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. shaping 

C. self-reinforcement 

D. self-efficacy 

  

14. The major advantage of modeling compared with some other forms of learning is that  

A. acquisition of the behavior always leads to performance 

B. it is more efficient than trial-and-error learning 

C. characteristic of the model are unimportant 

D. the child will immediately perform the modeled behavior 

  

15. A lottery player who buys tickets daily even though s/he only occasionally wins is following which schedule 

of reinforcement?  

A. fixed-interval 

B. variable-interval 

C. fixed-ratio 

D. variable-ratio 

  

16. Grading a course on several surprise or “pop” quizzes utilizes which schedule of reinforcement?  

A. fixed-interval 

B. variable-interval 

C. fixed-ratio 

D. variable-ratio 

  

17. After his teacher caught him drinking, John was suspended from school. John has since decreased his 

drinking. This is an example of  

A. instrumental learning 

B. observational learning 

C. shaping 

D. a reward 

  



18. Despite earning a low salary, John enjoys his job because of the intellectual stimulation. This is an example 

of  

A. extrinsic motivation 

B. negative reinforcement 

C. intrinsic motivation 

D. shaping 

  

19. The process of socialization that involves watching another person’s behavior and its consequences for that 

person is called  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

20. Although she prefers sociology, Denise has decided to major in business because business majors usually 

earn higher incomes. This is an example of  

A. extrinsic motivation 

B. negative reinforcement 

C. intrinsic motivation 

D. shaping 

  

21. The process of socialization through which a person learns what response to have in a situation in order to 

obtain a positive reinforcement or avoid a negative reinforcement is referred to as  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

22. After watching her father burn his finger on a hot iron, a young child learns not to touch the iron when the 

red light is on. This is an example of  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  



23. As she grew older, Kendra realized that she held many of the same beliefs her parents had about what is 

socially acceptable. Which process of socialization offers the best explanation for why Kendra and her parents 

agree on acceptable standards of behavior?  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

24. Which of the following is true regarding punishment?  

A. Parents use more physical punishment as children age. 

B. Parents use more psychological punishment as children age. 

C. African-Americans are more likely to use psychological punishment than Whites 

D. Parental use of psychological punishment remains relative stable throughout childhood 

  

25. Which of the following is a stage in a child’s language acquisition?  

A. prespeech stage 

B. first-word stage 

C. grammaticization 

D. all of the above 

  

26. A child’s gender identity is firmly established by the age of  

A. 6 months 

B. 1 year 

C. 2 years 

D. 5 years 

  

27. Frieda was not punished for denting her mom’s car because nothing serious happened. This is an example of 

what type of moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

28. Gina refused to testify against her fellow gang members because she was worried that people would think of 

her as a traitor. This is an example of which type of moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  



29. Despite her patient’s lack of health insurance, the doctor was compelled by her own standards of ethical 

behavior to render whatever care was necessary, regardless of the price. This is an example of what type of 

moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

30. Which of the following is NOT a basis for moral judgment, according to Piaget?  

A. amount of harm/benefit 

B. actor’s intentions 

C. amount of internalization 

D. the application of agreed upon rules or norms 

  

31. Which of the following is NOT a level of moral reasoning in Kohlberg’s model of moral development?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. postmodern morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

32. All of the following are major components of the life course, except  

A. identity and self-esteem 

B. careers 

C. child care 

D. stress and satisfaction 

  

33. All of the following influence self-esteem, except  

A. one’s achievements 

B. how much money one has 

C. by the feedback one receives 

D. familial and occupational roles 

  

34. When the demands made on a person exceed the individual’s ability to cope with them, it is called  

A. satisfaction 

B. depression 

C. stress 

D. illness 

  



35. All of the following are major influences on the life course, except  

A. social-age grading 

B. biological aging 

C. historical trends and events 

D. moving from state to state 

  

36. The social learning perspective of socialization focuses on the child’s acquisition of cognitive and 

behavioral skills from the environment.  

True    False 

  

37. The developmental perspective of socialization considers socialization to be a product of group life.  

True    False 

  

38. Fathers spend less time with their children today than they did in the 1960’s.  

True    False 

  

39. Maternal employment has a negative impact on adolescents’ psychological development.  

True    False 

  

40. Greeting rituals, common games, and mealtime patterns are example of cultural routines.  

True    False 

  

41. Most children today live in a household with a working father and a nonworking mother.  

True    False 

  

42. The process of socialization through which children often come to hold similar standards of behavior as 

their parents is referred to as instrumental conditioning.  

True    False 

  

43. The amount of psychological punishment parents’ use declines as the child’s age increases.  

True    False 

  



44. An unpleasant event following a response that reduces the frequency of the response is a punishment.  

True    False 

  

45. Rewarding and punishing oneself after learning performance standards is called self-reinforcement.  

True    False 

  

46. Attachment patterns developed in childhood do not affect attachment patterns in adulthood.  

True    False 

  

47. Punishment works best when it happens a while after the prohibitive behavior has occurred.  

True    False 

  

48. A reinforcement schedule in which reinforcement follows a specified number of correct, nonreinforced 

responses in a fixed-ratio schedule.  

True    False 

  

49. The three main components of language are the sound system (phonology), the words and their associated 

meanings (lexicon), and the rules for combining words into meaningful utterances (grammar).  

True    False 

  

50. Orientations toward work are influenced primarily by schools.  

True    False 

  

51. Judging an act on the basis of its external, physical consequences is conventional morality.  

True    False 

  

52. Judging an act on the basis of universal moral and ethical principles is conventional morality.  

True    False 

  

53. Personal resources and competence do not influence how one copes with stress.  

True    False 

  



54. Life events are episodes that mark transition points in our lives and involve changes in roles.  

True    False 

  

55. Outline the main principles behind each of the perspective of socialization (developmental, social learning, 

interpretive reproduction, social structural). Which one(s) do you find the most compelling and why? Would it 

be fruitful to use a combination of the four? Which ones? Why or why not?  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  

56. Critically analyze the nature/nurture debate in the context of murderers. What type of explanation would 

someone who adheres to the notion that it is hereditary (nature) give versus someone who adheres to the notion 

that it is the environment (nurture) give?  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  

57. Explain four tenets of both the male and female gender role.  Identify three ways in which family, peers, 

and schools contribute to the development of these roles.  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  



58. Define and describe the three processes of socialization. Then discuss how the three major agents of 

socialization (family, peers, school) are related to these processes. Which agent(s) exerts the most influence in 

childhood? In adulthood?  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  

59. Explain the differences between working and middle-class parents in the goals and values they desire for 

their children. Why might these differences exist?  What affects do these socialization patterns have with 

respect to the wider social structure?  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  

60. Describe in detail the theory of moral development developed by Lawrence Kohlberg. Give concrete 

examples of behavior motivated at each of the three main stages. Analyze the criticisms of this approach, and 

explain whether you agree or disagree with them.  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  
  

 



Chapter 2: Socialization Key 

  

1. The ways in which individuals learn and recreate skills, knowledge, values, motives, and roles appropriate to 

their position in a group or society is called  

A. institutionalization 

B. grammaticization 

C. socialization 

D. interactionism 

  

2. Which perspective of socialization views it as being largely dependent on the processes of physical and 

psychological maturation, which are biologically determined?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

3. Recurrent and predictable activities that are basic to day-to-day social life are referred to as  

A. role identities 

B. cultural routines 

C. reinforcements 

D. social identities 

  

4. Which perspective of socialization considers it to be a product of group life?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

5. The interpretive perspective on socialization is based on what larger theoretical perspective?  

A. cognitive theory 

B. reinforcement theory 

C. symbolic interactionism 

D. role theory 

  



6. Which perspective of socialization draws on symbolic interaction theory and focuses on social interaction as 

the medium through which children acquire and reproduce culture?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

7. Which perspective of socialization focuses on the unfolding of the child’s own abilities?  

A. developmental perspective 

B. social learning perspective 

C. the impact of social structure 

D. interpretive perspective 

  

8. Which parenting style results in more positive psychological development?  

A. authoritative 

B. permissive 

C. aloof 

D. authoritarian 

  

9. Which of the following is a primary agent of socialization?  

A. family 

B. peers 

C. school 

D. all of the above 

  

10. Which of the following is true about the effects of divorce on children?  

A. children of divorced parents generally score lower on measures of academic success than children of married 

parents 

B. children of divorced parents show less psychological problems than children of married parents 

C. there are no intergenerational effects on divorce 

D. divorce is more detrimental on children over the age of 16 

  

11. Which of the following influences the extent of a father’s involvement with his children?  

A. positive maternal attitudes toward father involvement 

B. maternal employment 

C. job stress 

D. all of the above 

  



12. Which agent of socialization is designed to socialize children?  

A. family 

B. peers 

C. school 

D. all of the above 

  

13. Reinforcing any behavior that remotely resembles the desired response is called  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. shaping 

C. self-reinforcement 

D. self-efficacy 

  

14. The major advantage of modeling compared with some other forms of learning is that  

A. acquisition of the behavior always leads to performance 

B. it is more efficient than trial-and-error learning 

C. characteristic of the model are unimportant 

D. the child will immediately perform the modeled behavior 

  

15. A lottery player who buys tickets daily even though s/he only occasionally wins is following which schedule 

of reinforcement?  

A. fixed-interval 

B. variable-interval 

C. fixed-ratio 

D. variable-ratio 

  

16. Grading a course on several surprise or “pop” quizzes utilizes which schedule of reinforcement?  

A. fixed-interval 

B. variable-interval 

C. fixed-ratio 

D. variable-ratio 

  

17. After his teacher caught him drinking, John was suspended from school. John has since decreased his 

drinking. This is an example of  

A. instrumental learning 

B. observational learning 

C. shaping 

D. a reward 

  



18. Despite earning a low salary, John enjoys his job because of the intellectual stimulation. This is an example 

of  

A. extrinsic motivation 

B. negative reinforcement 

C. intrinsic motivation 

D. shaping 

  

19. The process of socialization that involves watching another person’s behavior and its consequences for that 

person is called  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

20. Although she prefers sociology, Denise has decided to major in business because business majors usually 

earn higher incomes. This is an example of  

A. extrinsic motivation 

B. negative reinforcement 

C. intrinsic motivation 

D. shaping 

  

21. The process of socialization through which a person learns what response to have in a situation in order to 

obtain a positive reinforcement or avoid a negative reinforcement is referred to as  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

22. After watching her father burn his finger on a hot iron, a young child learns not to touch the iron when the 

red light is on. This is an example of  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  



23. As she grew older, Kendra realized that she held many of the same beliefs her parents had about what is 

socially acceptable. Which process of socialization offers the best explanation for why Kendra and her parents 

agree on acceptable standards of behavior?  

A. instrumental conditioning 

B. observational learning 

C. internalization 

D. shaping 

  

24. Which of the following is true regarding punishment?  

A. Parents use more physical punishment as children age. 

B. Parents use more psychological punishment as children age. 

C. African-Americans are more likely to use psychological punishment than Whites 

D. Parental use of psychological punishment remains relative stable throughout childhood 

  

25. Which of the following is a stage in a child’s language acquisition?  

A. prespeech stage 

B. first-word stage 

C. grammaticization 

D. all of the above 

  

26. A child’s gender identity is firmly established by the age of  

A. 6 months 

B. 1 year 

C. 2 years 

D. 5 years 

  

27. Frieda was not punished for denting her mom’s car because nothing serious happened. This is an example of 

what type of moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

28. Gina refused to testify against her fellow gang members because she was worried that people would think of 

her as a traitor. This is an example of which type of moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  



29. Despite her patient’s lack of health insurance, the doctor was compelled by her own standards of ethical 

behavior to render whatever care was necessary, regardless of the price. This is an example of what type of 

moral reasoning?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. normalized morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

30. Which of the following is NOT a basis for moral judgment, according to Piaget?  

A. amount of harm/benefit 

B. actor’s intentions 

C. amount of internalization 

D. the application of agreed upon rules or norms 

  

31. Which of the following is NOT a level of moral reasoning in Kohlberg’s model of moral development?  

A. preconventional morality 

B. conventional morality 

C. postmodern morality 

D. postconventional morality 

  

32. All of the following are major components of the life course, except  

A. identity and self-esteem 

B. careers 

C. child care 

D. stress and satisfaction 

  

33. All of the following influence self-esteem, except  

A. one’s achievements 

B. how much money one has 

C. by the feedback one receives 

D. familial and occupational roles 

  

34. When the demands made on a person exceed the individual’s ability to cope with them, it is called  

A. satisfaction 

B. depression 

C. stress 

D. illness 

  



35. All of the following are major influences on the life course, except  

A. social-age grading 

B. biological aging 

C. historical trends and events 

D. moving from state to state 

  

36. The social learning perspective of socialization focuses on the child’s acquisition of cognitive and 

behavioral skills from the environment.  

TRUE 

  

37. The developmental perspective of socialization considers socialization to be a product of group life.  

FALSE 

  

38. Fathers spend less time with their children today than they did in the 1960’s.  

FALSE 

  

39. Maternal employment has a negative impact on adolescents’ psychological development.  

FALSE 

  

40. Greeting rituals, common games, and mealtime patterns are example of cultural routines.  

TRUE 

  

41. Most children today live in a household with a working father and a nonworking mother.  

FALSE 

  

42. The process of socialization through which children often come to hold similar standards of behavior as 

their parents is referred to as instrumental conditioning.  

FALSE 

  

43. The amount of psychological punishment parents’ use declines as the child’s age increases.  

FALSE 

  



44. An unpleasant event following a response that reduces the frequency of the response is a punishment.  

TRUE 

  

45. Rewarding and punishing oneself after learning performance standards is called self-reinforcement.  

TRUE 

  

46. Attachment patterns developed in childhood do not affect attachment patterns in adulthood.  

FALSE 

  

47. Punishment works best when it happens a while after the prohibitive behavior has occurred.  

FALSE 

  

48. A reinforcement schedule in which reinforcement follows a specified number of correct, nonreinforced 

responses in a fixed-ratio schedule.  

TRUE 

  

49. The three main components of language are the sound system (phonology), the words and their associated 

meanings (lexicon), and the rules for combining words into meaningful utterances (grammar).  

TRUE 

  

50. Orientations toward work are influenced primarily by schools.  

FALSE 

  

51. Judging an act on the basis of its external, physical consequences is conventional morality.  

FALSE 

  

52. Judging an act on the basis of universal moral and ethical principles is conventional morality.  

FALSE 

  

53. Personal resources and competence do not influence how one copes with stress.  

FALSE 

  



54. Life events are episodes that mark transition points in our lives and involve changes in roles.  

TRUE 

  

55. Outline the main principles behind each of the perspective of socialization (developmental, social learning, 

interpretive reproduction, social structural). Which one(s) do you find the most compelling and why? Would it 

be fruitful to use a combination of the four? Which ones? Why or why not?  

Not Given 

  

56. Critically analyze the nature/nurture debate in the context of murderers. What type of explanation would 

someone who adheres to the notion that it is hereditary (nature) give versus someone who adheres to the notion 

that it is the environment (nurture) give?  

Not Given 

  

57. Explain four tenets of both the male and female gender role.  Identify three ways in which family, peers, 

and schools contribute to the development of these roles.  

Not Given 

  

58. Define and describe the three processes of socialization. Then discuss how the three major agents of 

socialization (family, peers, school) are related to these processes. Which agent(s) exerts the most influence in 

childhood? In adulthood?  

Not Given 

  

59. Explain the differences between working and middle-class parents in the goals and values they desire for 

their children. Why might these differences exist?  What affects do these socialization patterns have with 

respect to the wider social structure?  

Not Given 

  



60. Describe in detail the theory of moral development developed by Lawrence Kohlberg. Give concrete 

examples of behavior motivated at each of the three main stages. Analyze the criticisms of this approach, and 

explain whether you agree or disagree with them.  

Not Given 

  


