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Essay Questions

Chapter 1

1. Blogs have become quite popular in recent years. Give three reasons for the popularity of
blogs. Give three concerns or criticisms of blogs. (also applies to chapter 7)

Chapters 2 and 3

1. a. Summarize the Child Online Protection Act (COPA) and the Children's Internet
Protection Act (CIPA).

b. Discuss at least three differences between COPA and CIPA?

c.  What impact would COPA have had on freedom of speech on the Internet? Why was
COPA overturned by the courts?

2. Fair Information Principles have been developed by privacy experts. Give three principles
these experts agree upon. Of the three principles you listed, which one do you feel is most
important? Why?

Chapter 3

1. The oral arguments before the Supreme Court concerning the Communications Decency Act
(CDA) focused extensively on determining the most appropriate analogy for cyberspace.
Arguments were presented that compared the Internet to a library, to television, and to a
public place such as a street corner or park.

(a) Why are these comparisons important? Briefly explain the differences between
libraries, television, and public places with respect to First Amendment protection.

(b) For each of these three analogies (library, television, and public place), describe one
significant way in which the Internet is similar and one significant way in which it is different.
Explain the relevance of each of
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