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CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
After reading Chapter 1, students should:

1. be familiar with the sociological perspective and understand the mutual relevance of
sociology and criminology.

2. be able to trace the rise of sociological criminology.
3. understand the relationship between crime, deviance, and criminal law.
4. understand how consensus and conflict perspectives contribute to different definitions of

crime and our understanding of criminal law.

5. be able to provide an overview of criminal law, including the goals of criminal law, legal
distinctions in types of crimes, the meaning of criminal intent, and legal defenses to
criminal liability.

6. be familiar with the various types of research methods in criminology.

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Crime is one of America’s most important social problems and also one of the least
understood. Sociological criminology helps people to understand this problem. A sociological
criminology is not only a structural criminology; it should also debunk incorrect perceptions
about the nature of crime, false claims about the effectiveness of various crime-control strategies,
and expose possible injustices in the application of the criminal label.

The sociological perspective stresses that people are social beings more than individuals
and is derived from the work of French sociologist Emile Durkheim. Social structure refers to
the organized patterns of social interaction and social relationships that exist in a group or
society; it is both horizontal and vertical. Sociologist C. Wright Mills emphasized that social
structure lies at the root of private troubles, but when these problems affect an entire society,
they become public issues. Mills referred to the ability to understand the relationship between
these issues as the sociological imagination. Sociologist Peter Berger has pointed out that things
are not always what they seem and called attention to the debunking motif in sociology—to
expose the myths and seek further understanding of the “official interpretations of society.”

Sociology and criminology are mutually relevant. Crime, victimization, and criminal
justice cannot be fully understood without appreciating their structural context. There is a
structural basis for criminality and some of the most significant advances in sociology have come
from theory and research in criminology.

For much of recorded history, people attributed crime and deviance to religious factors.
The nineteenth century saw the rise of a more scientific approach to criminal behavior as the
causes of crime began to be investigated through scientific investigation. In the United States,
scholars like Edwin Sutherland (differential association theory) and Robert Merton (anomie
theory) began making significant contributions to our understanding of crime and criminality.



Edwin Sutherland defined criminology as the study of the making of laws, of the
breaking of laws, and of society’s reaction to the breaking of laws. Crime is behavior that is
considered so harmful that it is banned by criminal law. The definition of crime is not at all
straightforward; instead, it is problematic. Deviance is a relative concept; whether a given
behavior is considered deviant depends on social definition—it is not a quality of a behavior
itself but rather the result of what other people think about the behavior.

Consensus and conflict views of crime, law, and society derive from analogous
perspectives in the larger field of sociology. Consensus or functionalist theory in sociology
derives from Durkheim’s work. Conflict theory derives from the work of Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels and is virtually the opposite of consensus theory. These two theories have
important implications for how we define and understand crime: In consensus theory, crime is
defined simply as any behavior that violates a criminal law and the law, in turn, is thought to
both represent and protect the interests of all members of society. In conflict theory, the
definition of crime is more problematic: It is just as important to consider why certain behaviors
do not become illegal as to consider why certain others are illegal. Both theories have their
merits.

Criminal law in the United States and other Western democracies ideally tries to achieve
several goals: to help keep the public safe from crime and criminals; to articulate society’s moral
values and concerns; and to protect the rights and freedoms of the nation’s citizenry by
protecting it from potential governmental abuses of power.

In large, modern, heterogeneous societies, informal norms and informal social control
have less power over individual behavior. Consequently, norms tend to become more formal in
these types of societies, in the form of laws. Law in the United States has its origin in English
common law, but “case law” has come to replace these common law principles. Most U.S.
jurisdictions still retain common law, but there are other distinctions, such as between mala in se
and mala prohibita crimes and between felonies and misdemeanors. For a defendant to be found
guilty, the key elements that must be proven are actus reus (actual act) and mens rea (guilty
mind). Defendants may offer several types of excuses or justifications as defenses against
criminal accusations, such as duress, self-defense, entrapment, and insanity.

Theory and research lie at the heart of any science; theories and hypotheses must be
developed and then tested. There are different types of research methods. One of the most
important types in criminology and sociology is survey research, including face-to-face
interviews, mailed surveys, and telephone surveys. Experiments are very common in psychology
but much less common in sociology and criminology; one problem with experiments is that they
are not generalizable.

Many classic sociological and criminological studies have resulted from observational
research and intensive interviewing. Increasingly, intensive interviewing has been combined with
surveying in longitudinal studies.

Criminologists often gather and analyze data that have been recorded or gathered from
existing sources.

Comparative and historical research combines several of the kinds of methods already
mentioned.

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS, DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, AND CLASS EXERCISES



Anne M. Nurse and Matthew Krain have proposed an interesting strategy for
incorporating service learning into your criminology course (“Mask Making:
Incorporating Service Learning into Criminology and Deviance Courses,” Teaching
Sociology, 34, July, 2006: 278-285). According to Nurse and Krain, many students draw
from the prevalent societal image of criminals as animalistic and lacking in all
compassion. In their view, this perception makes it difficult for students to think
critically about social theories of crime and it prevents them from thinking rationally
about justice policy. The service-learning project they suggest helps to humanize juvenile
delinquents and challenges the common belief that juvenile offenders are “fundamentally
different from [the rest of] us” (p. 279).

As pointed out in all criminology textbooks, including Professor Barkan’s, the criminal
justice system consists of different “players,” including criminals, victims, the police, the
courts, prosecutors and attorneys, and corrections. Laura L. Finley has devised a
technique for using content analysis projects in introductory criminal justice courses and
this strategy could work well in introductory criminology courses as well (“Using
Content Analysis Projects in the Introduction to Criminal Justice Classroom,” Teaching
Sociology, 32, January, 2004: 129-137). The proposed exercise involves students
conducting content analyses of depictions of various figures in the criminal justice system
and then to compare these portrayals to “reality.”

As pointed out in Chapter 1, sociologist C. Wright Mills emphasized that social structure
lies at the root of private troubles, and that what people may define as private troubles
may be more accurately described as public issues, if these problems affect large numbers
of people. Have the members of your class list some of their personal troubles. Some of
their comments will serve as examples of public issues (poverty, unemployment,
victimization by crime, divorce, etc.). This discussion will help to clarify C. Wright
Mills’s classic distinction.

As emphasized in Chapter 1, deviance is a relative concept and one that is very important
for criminology. Rebecca L. Bordt (“A Troubling Success Story: Revisiting a Classic
Deviance Assignment in a Criminology Course,” Teaching Sociology, 29, October, 2001:
483-491) has devised an attractive method for incorporating a classic deviance
assignment in a criminology course. The assignment consists of asking students to break
a social norm or commit an act of deviance and record the reactions to the act. Bordt
describes in detail how this classic assignment can be adapted to your criminology
course.

In lecturing on theory in criminology, you may benefit from an article entitled “Teaching
Theoretical Criminology to Undergraduates,” by James L. Williams, Daniel G.
Rodeheaver, and Raj Sethuraju, and appearing in the journal Teaching Sociology



(October, 1995: 407-412). In their article, the authors deal with what they perceive as
some of the obstacles in teaching the introductory criminology course and suggested
strategies for overcoming these problems.

Have your class consider the crimes of robbery and burglary from the functionalist
perspective. They will undoubtedly conclude that these crimes are dysfunctional for
society, but encourage them to think about any possible manifest or latent functions that
these crimes serve in society. What groups would be adversely affected if these two types
of crime were completely eradicated?

Anomie, differential association, and illegitimate opportunities theories of criminal
behavior all reflect a functionalist approach. What core similarities do these theories
share?

For each of the following areas of investigation, have the members of your class describe
a possible research project based upon survey research, observational techniques, or a
field/laboratory experiment:

. the influence of social class on a person's life chances
. the influence of role models on aggressive/violent behavior
. criminal opportunities for youth who live in the ghetto versus their counterparts in

middle-class neighborhoods
. the effectiveness of our criminal justice system (i.e., Does it work?)

Conflict theorists might argue that the legal system in the United States is used by
members of the dominant class to insure that the laws work to their benefit. For example,
the FBI classifies many white-collar crimes such as embezzlement and antitrust
violations as less serious than violent crime and certain property crimes. Do you agree or
disagree with the assessment of conflict theorists? Why or why not?
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Chapter 1
Criminology and the Sociological Perspective

Chapter 1 Essay

1. Provide a description of the sociological perspective and explain how sociology and
criminology are mutually relevant. Give several examples of this relevancy.

Answer: Answers will vary

Page number: 5-9

Level: Basic

2. Compare and contrast the consensus (functionalist) and conflict positions in the creation
of criminal law.

Answer: Answers will vary

Page number: 11-12

Level: Basic

3. Outline the principal types of research methods in criminology. Give an example of each.
Answer: Answers will vary

Page number: 15-17

Level: Basic

4. List the criteria for causality and provide an example of each.
Answer: Answers will vary

Page number: 15-19

Level: Basic

5. Write an essay explaining criminal intent. What is actus reus? mens rea? List the four
legal defenses to criminal liability and give an example of each.

Answer: Answers will vary

Page number: 13-14

Level: Intermediate

Chapter 1 True/false
1. The text points out that sociological criminology is not a structural criminology.
Answer: F

Page number: 4
Level: Basic

2. Above all else, the sociological perspective stresses that people are social beings more
than individuals.
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Answer: T

Page number: 5
Level: Basic

3. Research methodology originating in psychology provides the basis for most
criminological research.

Answer: F

Page number: 7

Level: Basic

4. Perhaps the first scientific criminologist was the French sociologist Emile Durkheim.
Answer: F

Page number: 9

Level: Basic

5. At one point in its history, Robert K. Merton’s anomie theory fell out of favor and in its
place arose a new control theory of criminal behavior that emphasized the criminogenic
effects of weak bonds to social institutions.

Answer: T

Page number: 9

Level: Basic

6. As a social science, criminology is essentially the same as forensic science (crime scene
investigation).

Answer: F

Page number: 10

Level: Basic

7. Deviance is a relative concept.
Answer: T

Page number: 10

Level: Basic

8. Consensus and conflict views of crime, law, and society are independent and have no
relationship to analogous perspectives in the larger field of sociology.

Answer: F

Page number: 11

Level: Basic

9. Conflict theory is generally the opposite of consensus theory.

Answer: T

Page number: 11

Level: Intermediate

10.  The most important goal of criminal law is to prevent and control crime and criminal
behavior.

Answer: T

Page number: 12
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Level: Basic

11. Law in the United States has its origins in Native American spiritual principles.
Answer: F

Page number: 12

Level: Basic

12. Actus reus refers to criminal intent—that the defendant intended to commit the act for
which the arrest took place.
Answer: F
Page number: 13
Level: Basic

13.  The case of W.C. Frosch is a well-known example of duress as a defense to criminal
prosecution.

Answer: F

Page number: 14

Level: Intermediate

14.  The text points out that of all the legal defenses to criminal liability, perhaps the most
controversial is the insanity defense.

Answer: T

Page number: 15

Level: Basic

15.  Arandom sample allows for generalization of research results to the total population.
Answer: T

Page number: 16

Level: Basic

16. Random-digit dialing requires a separate procedure in order to yield random samples of
respondents.

Answer: F

Page number: 16

Level: Basic

17.  One problem of experiments is that they are not generalizable.
Answer: T

Page number: 17

Level: Basic

18. Intensive interviewing is never involved in survey-oriented longitudinal studies.
Answer: F

Page number: 18

Level: Basic

19. Comparative research usually means cross-cultural or international research.

12



Answer: T
Page number: 19
Level: Basic

Chapter 1 Multiple Choice

1. For most of its history, virtually all criminology was criminology, giving
explicit attention to issues of poverty, race, and ethnicity as well as to the structure of
communities and social relationships.

a. psychological
b. sociological
C. economic
d. geographic
Answer: B
Page number: 4
Level: Basic
2. According to the text's discussion, in the last few decades, criminology has moved away
from its earlier focus.
a. structural
b. psychological
C. psychiatric
d. economic
Answer: A
Page number: 4
Level: Basic
3. In his most famous study, the French sociologist Emile Durkheim determined that
has social roots.
a. depression
b. divorce
C. suicide
d. happiness
Answer: C
Page number: 5
Level: Basic
4. refer(s) to the organized patterns of social interaction and social
relationships that exist in a group or society.
a. Social facts
b. Social forces
C. The sociological imagination
d. Social structure
Answer: D

Page number: 5-6
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Level: Basic

5. social structure is more commonly called social inequality and refers to the
system by which a society ranks categories of people in a hierarchy.
a. Horizontal
b. Vertical
C. Lateral
d. Evolutionary
Answer: B
Page number: 6
Level: Basic
6. C. Wright Mills emphasized that what people may define as private troubles are often
more accurately described as
a. public issues.
b imaginary social forces.
C. a profound wisdom.
d inconvenient facts.
Answer: A
Page number: 6
Level: Basic

7. C. Wright Mills referred to the ability to understand the structural and historical basis for
personal troubles as

a. inconvenient facts.
b public issues.
C. the sociological imagination.
d social debunking.
Answer: C
Page number: 6
Level: Basic
8. Peter Berger pointed out that sociology often exposes false claims about reality and
taken-for-granted assumptions about social life and social institutions. Berger termed this
sociological tendency as the motif.
a. unrespectability
b. debunking
C. ornate
d. official interpretation
Answer: B
Page number: 6
Level: Basic
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9. Behavior that violates social norms and arouses negative social reactions is called

a. deviance.
b. social control.
C. crime.
d. rule breaking.
Answer: A
Page number: 7
Level: Basic

10. For much of recorded history, people attributed crime and deviance to

factors.
a. philosophical
b. economic
C. geographic
d. religious
Answer: D
Page number: 7
Level: Basic
11.  Edwin Sutherland’s theory centered on peer influences as a prime ingredient
in the promotion of criminality.
a. differential association
b. criminogenic
C. anomie
d. social disorganization
Answer: A
Page number: 8-9
Level: Basic
12. In developing his theory, Robert K. Merton attributed deviance to the

socioeconomically disadvantaged's inability to achieve economic success in a society that
highly values such success.

a. differential association
b. criminogenic
C. anomie
d. social disorganization
Answer: C
Page number: 9
Level: Basic
13. Deviance is a(n) concept.
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a. absolute
b. psychological
C. eccentric
d. relative
Answer: D
Page number: 10
Level: Basic
14. A view of crime, law, and society defines crime more broadly than does a
view.
a. social disorganization/consensus
b. conflict/consensus
C. consensus/conflict
d. differential association/social control
Answer: B

Page number: 11
Level: Intermediate

15. In larger, more modern societies, norms tend to be more formal and codified; these
formal norms are referred to as
a. mores
b. folkways
C. laws
d. unerring principles
Answer: C
Page number: 7; 11
Level: Basic
16. crimes refer to behaviors that violate traditional norms and moral codes.
a. Misdemeanor
b. Mala prohibita
C. Actus reus
d. Mala in se
Answer: D
Page number: 13
Level: Basic
17. crimes refer to behaviors that violate contemporary standards only.
a. Felonious
b. Mala prohibita
C. Actus reus
d. Mala in se

16



Answer: B
Page number: 13

Level: Basic
18. Most people convicted of and then incarcerated serve their sentences in local
jails, which also hold people awaiting trial.
a. misdemeanors
b felonies
C. mala in se offenses
d actus reus offenses
Answer: A
Page number: 13
Level: Basic
19. means “guilty mind” and refers to criminal intent.
a Actus reus
b. Mala in se
c Mens rea
d Mala prohibita
Answer: C
Page number: 13
Level: Basic
20. In constructing a legal defense to their criminal liability, some antiwar protestors during
the Vietnam conflict who had been arrested for civil disobedience claimed in their trials
that they were
a. acting in self-defense.
b acting under duress of their consciences.
C. temporarily insane.
d victims of entrapment.
Answer: B
Page number: 14
Level: Basic
21. refers to a situation where the police or other law enforcement agents induce

someone to commit a crime, and the defendant claims that he or she would not have
committed the crime had he or she not been prompted to do so.

a. Self defense

b. Temporary insanity

17



C. Acting under duress

d. Entrapment
Answer: D
Page number: 15
Level: Basic
22. If a defendant does not have criminal intent at the time he or she commits a criminal act,
the person is not assumed to have the necessary mens rea for criminal liability. These
circumstances usually lead to a(n) defense.
a. entrapment
b. duress
C. insanity
d. ignorance
Answer: C
Page number: 15
Level: Basic
23.  The familiar Gallup Poll is a sample of the adult population of the United
States, allowing for generalization of the results to the population.
a. random
b. structured
C. non-random
d. partial
Answer: A
Page number: 16
Level: Basic

24.  The text lists three of the most common kinds of surveys. Which of the following is not
one of these?

a. face-to-face interviews
b. mailed surveys

C. telephone surveys

d. non-structured survey

Answer: D
Page number: 16
Level: Intermediate

25.  In criminology, surveys are a popular way of gathering ”” data on crime and
delinquency.
a. index
b. self-report
C. Likert
d. response rate

Answer: B
Page number: 16
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Level: Basic

26. are very common in psychology, but much less common in sociology and
criminology.
a. Field studies
b. Surveys
C. Experiments
d. Face-to-face interviews
Answer: C
Page number: 16
Level: Basic
27. In the last several decades, one of the most famous in sociology is the late
Elliott Liebow's Tally’s Corner, a study of urban African-American men.
a. observational studies
b survey investigations
C. interview investigations
d non-participant investigations
Answer: A
Page number: 17
Level: Basic
28. Increasingly, intensive interviewing has been combined with surveying in
a. experiments.
b. longitudinal studies.
C. surveys.
d. observational accounts.
Answer: B
Page number: 18
Level: Basic

29. Much of the research of the three so-called founders of sociology—Emile Durkheim,
Max Weber, and Karl Marx—was

a. comparative

b. quantitative

C. historical

d. purely qualitative

Answer: C
Page number: 19
Level: Intermediate
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TEST BANK ANSWER KEY

CHAPTER 1
Essay

1-5 Answers will vary
True/False
1. F
2. T
3. F
4. F
5. T
6. F
1. T
8. F
9. T
10. T
11. F
12.  F
13. F
14. T
15. T
16. F
17. T
18. F
19. T
Multiple Choice
1. B
2. A
3. C
4, D
5. B
6. A
7. C
8. B
9. A
10. D
11. A
12. C
13. D
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
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CHAPTER 2

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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Multiple Choice
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CHAPTER 3

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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100 T
11. F
12. T
13. F
4. T
15. F

Multiple Choice
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CHAPTER 4

Essay
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1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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Multiple Choice

-
)
W>>WP>00WOP>POP>PP>P0>P000OWBOP>TE

24



23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
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CHAPTER 5

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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Multiple Choice
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

OWO>P0OO0O>PWO>PDOTO>POD

CHAPTER 6

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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Multiple Choice

coarwhE
WOoOwWO>wW



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

OU>O0OW00000O0>PT00O0O0OTOTO>PWO>>O
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CHAPTER 7

Essay

1-5 Answers will vary
True/False
1. F
2. F
3. F
4. F
5. T
6. T
1. F
8. F
9. T
100 T
11. T
12. F
13. F
14, T
15. F

Multiple Choice

1. A
2. B
3. C
4. D
S. A
6. B
7. C
8. D
9 B
10. D
11. C
12. D
13. A
14. B
15. C
16. D
7. A
18. D
19. B
20. D
2. C
22. A

B

28



24. C
25. A
26. B
27. B
28. D
29. B
30 C
3. A
32. B
CHAPTER 8
Essay
1-5 Answers will vary
True/False
1. T
2. F
3. T
4, T
5. F
6. T
1. T
8. F
9. T
10. F
11. T
2. T
13. T
14.  F
15. T
16. F
17. T
18. T
19. T
200 T

Multiple Choice
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

>O0O0OWT>O>PO0O0OOT>POOO>P0O0O>>OL>

CHAPTER 9

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
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MMM T4TTTT—TTT—



5. T
16. T

Multiple/Choice
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CHAPTER 10

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False
1. T
2. T
3. F

31



T

F

T

T

F
9. F
100 T
1. T
12. T
13. F
4. T
15. F
16. T
17. F
18. T
19. F
200 T
21. F
22. T

F

Multiple Choice

1. C
2. B
3. A
4. D
S. D
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. B
10. C
11. D
12. B
13. C
14. A
15. B
16. D
17. C
18. B
19. A
20. B
2. A
22. B

C

32
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31.
32.
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CHAPTER 11

Essay
1-4 Answers will vary

True/False
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10.
11.
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

OW>U0OO0OWWT>P>UOO0O0T>POP>O0O>O

CHAPTER 12

Essay
1-6 Answers will vary

True/False

CoNoOR~WNE

-
o
| TmTmTITT 4T 44T 4T T T T



20. F
2. T
22. F

Multiple Choice

'—\
oo
OW>000OTTO>TOT>OO>P>O0O0WO00W>PO000W>OO0

CHAPTER 13

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary
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True/False

©CoNoR~LNE

A4 A4 AT A A4 T T A~ A

Multiple Choice

1. B
2. C
3. D
4. B
S. A
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. B
11. C
12. D
13. D
14. A
15. B
16. C
17. C
18. A
19. D
20. B
2. A
22. C
23. B
24, D

C
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26. A
27. B
28. C
29. D
30.. B
3. B
32. A
33. C
34. D
3. B
CHAPTER 14
Essay
1-5 Answers will vary
True/False
1. T
2. T
3. F
4. T
5. F
6. T
1. F
8. T
9. T
10. F
11. T
2. T
13. T
14.  F
15. T
16. F
17. F
18. T
T
F

Multiple Choice

OhWN E
T>O0m



-
©
O>O0OWT0O>PO0T>OW>UOOT>>PO>TOI>WETO

CHAPTER 15

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False

CoNOR~ LN E

A4 4T A44Tm AT T AT

38



13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

e e i B W e o e o R

Multiple Choice

H
(@)
W>»OUN0UU>PW>U0ONUUTmI>PONTPTOOTTOWTO >

CHAPTER 16

Essay
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1-5 Answers will vary

True/False

CoNoOR~wWNE

-
-
e T e I e o e R e B R e B e e M R e B B R |

Multiple Choice

-
-
OO0O>»2>»0W>»0W®>000W>»P000T>
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21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

WOOO0OO>»000T®

CHAPTER 17

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False

CoNoO~WNE

e e i e B i I B B e e B e I i o |

Multiple Choice

RoOoo~Nooa~wNE
O>TWP>O0OWO>TO



11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

WO>OTOOP>PWOO>U000DTOOTO >

CHAPTER 18

Essay
1-5 Answers will vary

True/False

BOONDOAWNE
44T A4d44T A4

Multiple Choice

coarwhE
cOowo >



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

OO>»P0O0O0>P00W0O0O®>
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