


Chapter 2: Domestic Crime, Transnational Crime,  
and Justice 

Chapter Classification Strategy 
This chapter classifies transnational crimes into twelve types. This is more a reflection of author 

preference than an indication of fact. Similarly, terrorism as a specific transnational crime is explained 

using a typology of six categories. Because both these classification strategies are used to bring order to 

what would otherwise be a confusing array of crimes, they reflect a synthetic strategy resulting in 

artificial groups. 

Points to Emphasize 
 Instructors familiar with earlier editions of this book will find Chapter 2 to be very different in 

content and structure. The chapter’s characterization of comparative criminology as studying crime 

as both a social phenomenon and as social behavior provides opportunities for you to expand on 

crime and victimization statistics in various countries by highlighting the difficulty of cross-cultural 

comparisons of crime statistics or by providing greater depth to the chapter’s very brief review of 

comparative criminology theories. 

 I have tried to stress the importance of avoiding comparison of countries on the basis of crime rates, 

but Figures 2-1 and 2-2 tend to reinforce the desire to engage in just such comparisons. As the 

chapter notes, country comparison is appropriately used for purposes like assessing crime’s direction 

of change over time and across countries or explaining the evolution of crime. You should probably 

remind students that Figures 2-1 and 2-2 do not meet those purposes. 

Class Activities 
Discussion Starter and Debate Ideas: 

 The text warns about the danger of comparing crime rates across countries, but Figures 2.1 and 

2.2 often make it too tempting to avoid such comparison. In class discussion talk about possible 

differences among countries that could explain, for example, high versus low rankings. However, 

make sure to include in the discussion an understanding of the problems presented by the 

recording and reporting of crime data as discussed in the chapter. 

Group Project Ideas: 

 The United Nations provides electronic access to crime data from all the world crime reports. 

Students adept at or interested in learning about statistical research can download code books and 

specific data from the UNCJIN web site at http://www.unodc.org/unodc/crime_cicp_surveys.html 

and present the class with updated or different information from that provided in the book. 

 Using information provided at the National Center for Policy Analysis’ Debate Central (see 

www.ncpa.org/iss/ter/), have students debate the issue of weapons of mass destruction, which was 

the 2001–2002 National Forensic League Debate Topic. 

Video Ideas: 

 Illegal Americans—Investigates  the plight of America’s illegal aliens across the Mexico/U.S. 

border. Topics include the living conditions they face in a detention center pending an asylum 

hearing, sweatshops that exploit them through indentured servitude, and the efforts of some who 

attempt to beat the system through fraudulent I.D. and marriages of convenience. Available from: 

Films for the Humanities and Sciences www.films.com Item #BVL10750. 45 minutes. Copyright 

date: 1997. 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/crime_cicp_surveys.html
http://www.ncpa.org/iss/ter/
http://www.films.com/


 Other  interesting visual aids for use in classrooms with an Internet connection are the public 

service announcements (60-second television spots) provided by the UN Office on Drugs and 

Crime. Find ones on human trafficking at http://www.unodc.org/unodc/multimedia.html. 

Presentation Ideas: 

 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime provides online access to presentation material 

that was used during some of their sponsored training seminars. You will find the entire list at 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized_crime_training.html but the ones listed below may be 

especially relevant to this chapter. You should be able to download these and use them with 

Microsoft PowerPoint. 

o Typologies of Transnational Organized Crime Groups (November 2002) at 

http://www.unodc.org/pdf/crime/training/typologies.ppt  

o Trafficking in Human Beings (December 2001) at 

http://www.unodc.org/pdf/crime/training/Trafficking_HB.ppt  

 Radio broadcasts available on the Internet (played in Internet-connected classrooms or assigned 

for students to listen to on their own) provide interesting and current information often not 

available elsewhere. For example, a search on “human trafficking” on the Voice of America web 

site at http://www.voanews.com/ revealed stories such as Experts: Human Trafficking Increasing 

Every Year 9 February 2007. A similar search with National Public Radio at http://www.npr.org/ 

provided other detailed stories appropriate for class use. 

Speaker Ideas: 

 Ask the Federal Bureau of Investigation to provide an agent to speak about transnational 

organized crime. 

 Environmental crime is becoming a “hot” topic and one that has far-reaching implications. 

Speakers from state or federal environmental protection agencies may provide interesting 

information as guest speakers. The Criminal Investigation Division of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency would be an especially good resource if they have an office near you. 

Instructor Resources 
Web Sites: 

 Update the text’s information on terrorism by checking the most recent data from the U.S. State 

Department at http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/.  

 Keep current with terrorism news from the National Center for Policy Analysis at 

http://www.ncpa.org/iss/ter/.  

 Find excellent material for a lecture on money laundering at 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/es/money_laundering.html.  

 Check Interpol for current information on the cultural heritage crime of stolen works of art at 

http://www.interpol.int/Public/WorkOfArt/Default.asp.  

 The Centre for Crime and Justice Statistics provides criminal justice factsheets on their crime 

information site at http://www.crimeinfo.org.uk/. Especially interesting are those on gun crime 

and women and crime.  

Books: 

 Newman, G. (Ed.). (1999). Global Report on Crime and Justice. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

 

An excellent resource for this chapter and an essential text for your personal bookshelf is the 

Global Report on Crime and Justice edited by Graeme Newman. The Report is an informative 

and visually appealing synthesis of United Nations research on crime and justice throughout the 

world.  

 Reichel, P. L. (Ed.). (2005). Handbook of transnational crime & justice. Thousand Oaks, CA: 

Sage Publications. 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/multimedia.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized_crime_training.html
http://www.unodc.org/pdf/crime/training/typologies.ppt
http://www.unodc.org/pdf/crime/training/Trafficking_HB.ppt
http://www.voanews.com/
http://www.npr.org/
http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/
http://www.ncpa.org/iss/ter/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/es/money_laundering.html
http://www.interpol.int/Public/WorkOfArt/Default.asp
http://www.crimeinfo.org.uk/


For a comprehensive introduction to the topic of transnational crime, including specific examples 

such as international terrorism, drug trafficking, and money laundering, see the Handbook of 

Transnational Crime & Justice. This compilation also examines cross-national and international 

efforts by police, courts, international agencies, and correctional authorities to deal with 

transnational crime. 

Test Items 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. When comparative criminologists study crime as a social phenomenon, the focus is on the _____; 

whereas the focus is on the ______ when crime is studied as social behavior. 

a. victim / offender 

b. offender / crime 

c. crime / offender     (p. 29) 

d. offender / victim 

 

2. Chapter 2’s “You Should Know” box on comparing reported crime notes that: 

a. in most countries, most crimes are reported to the police. 

b. all countries appear to count an activity as a crime at the time they become known to the police. 

c. countries where telephones are more common tend to report a higher proportion of crime.     

(p. 31) 

d. all of the above. 

 

3. According to 2002 homicide data in Table 2.1, which of the following regions has the highest 

homicide rate? 

a. Africa     (p. 37) 

b. Asia 

c. Americas 

d. Europe 

 

4. In general, countries with higher firearm ownership rates among their citizens also have higher: 

a. rape rates. 

b. rates of terrorist acts. 

c. firearm related death rates.     (pp. 38–39) 

d. all of the above. 

e. none of the above. 

 

5. The International Crime Victim Survey shows general consistency in country positions over the 

years. For example, ______ has consistently ranked high and _____ has consistently ranked low on 

overall victimization rates. 

a. United States / England & Wales 

b. Australia / Japan     (pp. 38–39)  

c. Finland / Northern Ireland 

d. Netherlands / Australia 

 

6. The International Crime Victims Survey reports that robbery is comparatively uncommon in all 

countries. However, risks were highest in: 

a. Australia. 

b. England and Wales.     (p. 40) 

c. Northern Ireland. 



d. Poland. 

 

7. When studying a crime’s etiology, one is studying: 

a. its causes, origins, and distributions.     (p. 40) 

b. its frequency. 

c. its victims. 

d. none of the above. 

 

8. Modernization theory suggests that a nation’s crime level is best explained as resulting from 

a. an increase in the proportion of males in the population. 

b. social process (such as loosened family ties) that accompany industrial development.     (p. 41)  

c. the expansion of capitalism and the resulting new inequalities in a country. 

d. an increase in goods that become available for theft. 

 

9. This term is generally used to refer to acts that threaten world order and security. 

a. Transnational crime 

b. Inhuman crime 

c. Global crime 

d. International crime     (pp. 43–44) 

 

10. Which of the following in not a transnational crime as the term is used in your textbook? 

a. Genocide     (p. 44) 

b. Computer crime 

c. Sea piracy 

d. Money laundering 

 

11. When a crime is committed through the use of a computer, it is often referred to as _____; whereas 

_____ refers to a crime where they computer itself is a target of the criminal act. 

a. computer crime / cybercrime 

b. transnational crime / street crime 

c. cybercrime / computer crime     (p. 44) 

d. geek crime / techie crime 

 

12. Transparency International’s Global Corruption Barometer found that the following institution was 

the one that citizens of the most countries considered to be their most corrupt. 

a. Police 

b. Courts 

c. Prisons 

d. Political parties     (p. 45) 

 

13. The most significant illicit drugs in terms of treatment demand, hospitalization, overdose, and 

drug-related mortality are: 

a. heroin and stimulants. 

b. cannabis and cocaine. 

c. cocaine and heroin.     (p. 46) 

d. marijuana and hashish. 

 

14. According to Interpol statistics, which of the following countries was among those reporting the 

most thefts of cultural objects in the early twenty-first century? 

a. France     (p. 49) 



b. United States 

c. Japan 

d. Brazil 

 

15. Some argue that terrorism should be handled in the context of national security rather than by the 

criminal justice system because: 

a. of the political references in the definitions of terrorism.     (p. 52) 

b. of the violence associated with terrorism. 

c. terrorism can cross national borders. 

d. none of the above. 

 

16. Terrorism is a tactic used across all regions of the world, but the National Counterterrorism Center 

reports that almost 75% of the world terrorist attacks and 80% of the fatalities occur in: 

a. Europe and Eurasia. 

b. Near East and South Asia.     (p. 54) 

c. East Asia and Pacific. 

d. Africa. 

 

17. Groups from which of the following categories are most likely to have been involved in terrorist 

incidents since 2000? 

a. Anarchist 

b. Environmental rights/animal rights 

c. Racist 

d. Religious     (p. 56) 

 

18. Terrorists of this type consider themselves to be freedom fighters and seek a separate status for their 

own national group. 

a. Nationalist/separatist     (p. 57) 

b. Communist/socialist 

c. Leftist 

d. Religious 

True or False Questions 

1. One of the best uses for comparative crime statistics from around the world is to develop the Abest 

places to live@ types of rankings. (FALSE, p. 30) 

 

2. Countries where household insurance is more developed report a higher proportion of crime. 

(TRUE, p. 31) 

 

3. As opposed to simply being an indicator of a large amount of crime in a country, an increased rate 

of recorded crime may reflect a more efficient and thorough system of reporting and recording 

crime. (TRUE, p. 33) 

 

4. The United Nations’ surveys are unique because they provide a standard classification of crime 

definitions and justice categories. (TRUE, p. 35) 

 

5. Victimization surveys have been found to provide a more complete picture of crime and its 

occurrence in individual countries than do police reports of crime. (TRUE, p. 36) 

 



6. Transnational crimes are criminal acts that span national borders, violating the laws of several 

countries. (TRUE, p. 44) 

 

7. Oftentimes, transnational crime relies on several individuals and groups in many countries to 

complete the crime, thus giving it an organized structure. (TRUE, p. 44) 

 

8. The process by which criminals attempt to conceal the illicit origin and ownership of the proceeds 

from their unlawful activities is called piracy. (FALSE, p. 47) 

 

9. One million dollars in $100 bills can fit into one doctor’s bag of standard size and be simply carried 

out of the country. (TRUE, p. 48) 

 

10. Pirates are especially active today in parts of the South China Sea. (TRUE, p. 49) 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Explain the difference in studying crime as a social phenomenon and in studying crime as social 

behavior. Provide an example of a research question or topic for each. (See p. 29) 

 

2. The AYou Should Know@ box in Chapter 2 highlighted some of the problems when comparing 

crime among countries. List and explain any three of these problems. (See p. 31) 

 

3. Attempts to explain the variation of crime rates among countries has typically relied on grand 

theories, structural theories, or theories relying on demographic characteristics. Your text provides 

four examples of grand theories. Explain the primary features of any two of those four versions of 

grand theory. (See pp. 41–43) 

 

4. Using the appropriate terms, describe and explain the three-stage process of money laundering. (See 

p. 47) 

 

WARNING: Students have seen the following Multiple Choice questions on the Companion Website, 

but you may still want to use them on an exam. The questions are similar to, but do not directly repeat, 

the test bank questions above. 

CW-Multiple Choice 

CW-1. When comparative criminologists study crime as a social phenomenon, the main focus of the 

study is the: 

a. offender. 

b. victim. 

c. region where the crime took place. 

d. crime itself.     (p. 29) 

 

CW-2. When comparative criminologists study crime as social behavior, the main focus of the study is 

the: 

a. offender.     (p. 29) 

b. victim. 

c. region where the crime took place. 

d. crime itself. 

 



CW-3. When comparing crime rates among countries the following points should be  considered before 

drawing conclusions: 

a. The differences in the legal definitions of crime  

b. How the recording practices may vary 

c. How the reporting practices may vary 

d. Varying social phenomenon 

e. All of the above      (pp. 30–33) 

 

CW-4. The United Nations’ surveys are unique because: 

a. they are published annually. 

b. they provide a standard classification of crime definitions and justice categories.     (p. 35). 

c. all countries complete them in exactly the same way. 

d. only European nations participate in the survey. 

 

CW-5. The 2002 homicide rate for the United States was 5.62 per 100,000 population. Which of the 

following countries had a higher rate than the United States? 

a. Canada 

b. Germany 

c. Mexico     (Table 2.1, p. 37) 

d. Saudi Arabia 

 

CW-6. The International Crime Victims Survey has found some general consistency over the years 

regarding where countries are listed in overall victimization. Which of the following countries is 

consistently ranked low overall? 

a. Australia 

b. England and Wales 

c. Japan     (p. 39) 

d. The Netherlands 

 

CW-7. Which of the following grand theories attributes the decline of violent crime during the 17th, 18th, 

and 19th centuries to the gradual introduction of courtly manners? 

a. Modernization theory 

b. Civilization theory     (p. 41) 

c. World system theory 

d. Opportunity theory 

 

CW-8. International and transnational crimes are distinguished from each other. Transnational crime 

includes crimes that: 

a. span national borders, violating the laws of several countries.     (p. 44) 

b. take place outside the United States borders. 

c. take place within the United States borders but are committed by a  foreign citizen. 

d. take place outside United States borders and are committed by a United States citizen. 

 

CW-9. International and transnational crimes are distinguished from each other. All of the following are 

examples of international crime except: 

a. war crimes. 

b. computer crimes.     (p. 44) 

c. crimes against humanity. 

d. genocide. 

 



CW-10. The most widely trafficked and widely abused drug worldwide is: 

a. cocaine. 

b. heroin. 

c. ecstasy. 

d. cannabis.     (p. 46) 

 

CW-11. Which of the following is not one of the stages of the money laundering process? 

a. Procurement     (p. 47) 

b. Placement 

c. Layering 

d. Integration 

 

CW-12. Which of the following acts requires deception or coercion? 

a. Human trafficking     (p. 51) 

b. Migrant smuggling 

c. Alien smuggling 

d. Refugee 

 

CW-13. Of the following offenders, which was convicted on terrorism charges? 

a. Timothy McVeigh 

b. John Allen Muhammad 

c. Lee Boyd Malvo 

d. Only “b” and “c” above     (pp. 51–52) 

e. None of the above 

 

CW-14. Ten terrorist group classifications are provided in Chapter 2’s Table 2.2. From those groups, more 

than 90% of all terrorist incidents since 2000 can be attributed to these three categories. 

a. Anarchist, leftist, and racist 

b. Communist/socialist, racist, and right-wing conservative 

c. Nationalist/separatist, anarchist, and environmental/animal rights 

d. Communist/socialist, nationalist/separatist, and religious     (Table 2.2, p. 56) 

 

CW-15. Which of the following U.S. federal agencies is (are) involved in combating transnational crime? 

a. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

b. The Department of Justice (DOJ) 

c. The Department of State (DOS) 

d. The Department of Treasury (DOT) 

e. All of the above     (p. 61) 

 

WARNING: Students have seen the following Essay questions on the Companion Website, but you may 

still want to use them on an exam. The questions are similar to, but do not directly repeat, the test bank 

questions above. 

CW-Essay 

CW-1 

Chapter 2 presents four examples of Agrand theory@ explanations for variation in crime rates among 

nations. Contrast any two of those theories by explaining the basic features of each. Explain which of 

those two theories seems to you to be the most helpful in shedding light on the crime variation among 

countries. (See pp. 40–43) 

 



CW-2 

Although corruption and bribery are clearly issues of domestic importance, the text argues that systemic 

corruption in one country can create problems that affect the international community. Explain how that is 

true. (See p. 45) 

 

CW-3 

Explain the similarities and difference between human trafficking and migrant smuggling. (See p. 51) 

 

CW-4 

Distinguish between domestic terrorism and international terrorism. (See pp. 53–54) 
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