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To the Instructor 

This instructor’s manual contains solutions to the problems found in The Workbook to Accompany 

Estimating in Building Construction (7e).  

Becoming a good estimator takes hundreds of hours of experience, which can only be gained by 

preparing estimates. This workbook was designed to give the student a foundation of estimating 

experience to begin building his or her estimating career upon. In many cases, the problems appear in 

pairs. I have done this because repetition helps engrain the principles of estimating in the student’s 

mind. As you grade or review the problems, emphasis should be placed on writing a clear, step-by-step 

solution for the problem. It is not enough to get the right answer. The student should be able to look 

back on the estimate months after it has been prepared and explain how the estimate was prepared. In 

addition to completing the problems in this workbook, the student should prepare an estimate for one of 

the sets of drawings that accompany Estimating in Building Construction. 

For Exercises 1 through 4 and 6, the students are required to obtain a set of contract documents 

(plans and project manual) for a real construction project. If the students have different contract 

documents, this provides you with an opportunity to discuss the differences between the contract 

documents obtained by the students. 

Thank you for using this workbook in your class. 
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Exercise 1: Introduction to Estimating 

This exercise goes with Chapter 1 of Estimating in Building Construction. 

1. The answers to these questions will vary from interviewee to interviewee. 

2. The answers to this question will vary from project to project. 

3. The estimated cost is $1,137,495. See Problem 01-03.xls, which is available on the companion 

website. 
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Exercise 2: Contracts, Bonds, and Insurance 

This exercise goes with Chapter 2 of Estimating in Building Construction. 

The answers to this exercise will vary from project to project. 
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Exercise 3: Project Manual 

This exercise goes with Chapter 3 of Estimating in Building Construction. 

The answers to this exercise will vary from project to project. 
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Exercise 4: The Estimate 

This exercise goes with Chapter 4 of Estimating in Building Construction. 

1. The pros and cons will vary from project to project. 

2. Each response will be different. Emphasis should be placed on preparing an organized approach to 

the estimate and anticipating any problems. 

3. The list will be different for each student. 

The list will be different for each stude 
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